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Dedicated lo my birth-pUce !Csfichar&pSri» its Sansiciitl- 
sed form being KidchaDa>paI]i or golden village, formerly 
called Narahatta, founded on the delta of Bhagtraths and the 
Yamuna and facing Vathiabiii and Trivenj, situated about 
three miles northwest of the present Hallway Station and 
locomotive workshop (of theE.B. Ry.) n^mcd after it, now 
almost depopulated by malaria and deserted by many other 
sons, once celebrated for votaries of Sanskrit and Bengali 
learning like Isvaiachandra Gupia, (the poet and the editor 
of the Prabh&kara), Vidyanitha ^ebaryya (the author of 
Ajftlnaiimican&saka, (iiS., the dispellrr of the darkness of 
ignorance), Pzemchind Kaviratna» (the author of Jfianin;kava, 
lii., (he ocean of wisdom), Njmachand ^iromani, (the eminent 
Professor of Nyiya Philosophy at the Government Sanskrit 
College, Calcutu), Harimohan Sen Gupta (the translator of 
Adbbuta-Ramapana and Tulsidasa's Rimayaria) and Sail* 
bhushapa Raya (the translator into Bengali verse of ^rfmad' 
bhigavatam and Y<^avfisish(ha*Kim3yanam and editor of the 
Kancharfipirs Patrika, a monthly magazine), the village being 
famous in the past also for her Aiyurvedic physicians whose 
diagnostic and therapeutic skill very ofeen snatched patients 
from death’s door, well'knowo once for her trade specially in 
gold and silver lo which her name and the scales still 

sold at Barabaaar, Calcutta, bear ample testimony, and cele* 
brated ibr her beautiful temple (built by the Mallika of 
Calcutta) of Krishna Raya, the deity installed by theVaish* 
cava Sena Siv&nanda and provided with a building (later on 
demolished by the Bhagiratht) by Kschu Raya the uncle of 
Pratapiditya (the famous Bengali patriot and hero.of Jessore), 
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lo tbe Pras'aopaaiabad (eompoaed about 
lOOO B. C.) attached to tbe jLtt^arvaveda we 
&od Pippalida Kishi’s attempt at elucidating 
an ahetriue idea to bie disciples by means of analogy, 
**As tbe sbarlow of a man is caused by bim, so life 
springs from the All*Sottl and merges in it on extioc- 
tioo. As an emperor appoints separate governors to 
separate provinces, so Ufe apportioDS doties to the 
various sense* organs .... As a heavenly body 
like the* sun reflected on different kinds of liqnid *ap* 
pears to be different, so intelligence in perceiving 
diflmot things appears to be diflierent. As difiemt 
riven, when they fall into the ocean, lose tbeirseparate 
identities and names and assume tbe designation of the 
ocean, so the sixteen kalis or attributes (life, ctc.l, 
when they merge in tbe Allaering Seal, lose their 
identities and names,and are called *The Soul 

Bkxiuence or tbe act of persuasion by means of a 
fluent apeerii implies, as Cicero says in bis Da Oratore 
or. tbe Character of an>Orator, ** the knowledge of a 
vast number of things .... Speech itself is to be 
formed, not merely by cbwee, but by a carefal con* 
stmetioo of words ; and all the emotiona of tbe mind. 
whicb*nature has given to man, most be mtimately 
known; for alf the force and art of speakiog most be 
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empbyed ia exciting oe alJa^iog the feeliogs of those 
who listen. To thU most be added a certain portion 
of ^ace and wit, learning worth; of a welKbred man 
and qaickoeea and breritj in repljing as well as 
attacking accompanied with a r^ned decoram and 
urbanit;. Besides the whole of antiqnit; and a 
mnltitnde of examples are to be kept in the xnemor; . 
. . And wh; need I add an; retnarks on delivery 
itscif which is to be ordered t>; the action of the 
body, b; gesCnre, by look and by raodnlation and 
variation of the voice ? . . . Let ns then ceaM to 
wonder at what is the cause of the scarcity of good 
speakers, since eloquence results from all those qnali* 
ficatioDs in each of which singly it is a great ment to 
labonr snccessfully *. 

Public speaking or eloquent speeches addressed to 
the masses or to a iairly large namber of men donrish 
naturally in democracies.* Mr. Scbleiniger (translated 
by Mr. SkelloQ) says, We encoonter it ^eloquence) 
in all its glory among two ancient peoples, the Greeks 

and the Romans. Among the Greek States 

Athens was specially femons for her eloqncoee. The 
democratic nature of her republican constitution 

TTsBjUdoft hf J, WatMs (Bolu.) 
a. 8 m iJw Caaehaioa. 
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aod the freedom of debate aHowed on aU mature ol 
public interest made the gift of words a migbcy 
weapon ia the bands ot the demagogue .... The 
verycondict of emioent speakers always tended to 
raise the art to bigher perfection .... After tbc 
loss of ber freedom Actk eloQueiKe declined . . . 
At Rome oratory had great obstacles to overeome. 
Not only could it gain but a partial beariog amid Cbe 
clash of arms, bat the stem sense of the Romans 
thought it necessary to iuue edicts against the open¬ 
ing of Schools of Rhetoric .... Bnc when the 
Romans became better acquainted with the dialectic 
niableness of cbe Greeks and the power conferred by a 
stody of Rhetoric, the passion for training darned np 
ail around, and it had its complete justification in 

I 

Cicero (106—43 B.C.) the worthy rival of the greatest 

of the Greek orators.Under the Caesars, as 

with the Greeks in their decadence, eloquence lost 
all its essential moral characteristics, and with them 
its bftiaess, its warmth and its naturalness. A cer¬ 
tain excess of poetical expressionl, a delusive brilliance 
in tbooghts and words, a pmnting of e^gram, allit¬ 
eration and antitbe^, above all affectation and striv¬ 
ing after effect—those were the features that marked 
the decline of the once mighty eloquence of Rome .... 
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Among native of xdot^ modem times^ eloquence 
could only develop naturally where after the 
formation of a cultured language, the state •policy 
was faTOnrable and sanctioned some degree of 
free speech. Such was the case in England, France, 
America and much later is Germany and in other 
countries, where trials were held in public and the 
parliamentary system became part of the coos- 
titution," 

Cicero, cbe greatest of the Roman orators, says 
that fluent speaking cannot be mastered in school^ 
hut is to \)c acquired in public assemblies. This fact 
explains tbe lack of good public speakers to aocieat 
add tnedieral India, thongb long argomeots composed 
in an ornate style and accompanied with cogent 
reasoning are frequent in the Tacious departments of 
Sankrit Literature. Cicero adds **Wheo Demostbeoes 
was to speak in public, all Greece docked in crowds 
to bear him. But when out 'Attic* orators yestnrc to 

speak they are presently deserted.If to speak 

in a dry and lifeless manner is tbe true criterion of 
‘Atticism’, they are heartily welcome to enjoy the 
credit of it; but if they wish to put their aimitieB 
to tbe trial, let them attend the Comitia or a 
judicial processor real importance. Tbe open forum 
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demaods a fuller aod a more eleraced tone ; and be 
i» the orator for me, who is so auiTcrsally admired, 
that when he la to plead ao ioteresUug cause, all 

the beaches are filled beforebaod.and the whole 

audience is hushed into a profound silencei which is 
soon interrupted by their repeated plaudits and 
acclamations or by those success! re bursts of laughter 
or Tioleot transports of passion, which he knows 
how to excite at his pleasure .... Whoerer has the 
happiness to be thus followed and applauded is 
beyond dispute an 'Attic' speaker ; for such was 
Pericles, such were Hyperides and Aeschines, and 
such in the most eminent degree was the great 
Oemostbenes/'^ 

Though foreo^ oratory and eloquent appeal to the 
are rare in the literature of ancient and mediyr* 
al India • it may be stated that carefully prepared 
speeches addressed to select andieoces are to be found 
specially . in Che Bfnes, where good speaking is highly 
landed and where & i m a, for example, is described 
as expert in speaking, Bharata as the greatest of 
orators H a an m in as skilful in speech 

and K r i 8 h 9 a as the greatest of speakers and most 
s&ilful in elocution. 

1. *6ratw ' truuUMd by J. Waum. a. S«e aUc Cpachsiot. 




Id 6stractiog passages from tbe Rimiyapa 
(composed about 900 B.C.) may state that though 
there is a coosiderable qnaatity of fiction in this great 
Ejne, yet there U m Jt a substratum of history 
as is attested by tradition sad geographical names 
like Kausambi, Kan'y a ku bja, AyodhyS, 
Rajagriba or GiriTtaja (in Kekaya' or 
Jalalpor), Chitrakuta, PaSchatatior 
Nasik, RamesTaram, Dh anna hkoji &c. 
ioludia and Sita-BHya and Nowara-Eliya 
in Ceylon '. This is also the opinion of acholars like 
Mr- F. E, Pargiter, who says. "The story of R a m a 
brings Sooth India into view definitely for the first 
time. As rela^ in tbe Epics it appears largely as fable, 
yet the fabric must bave grown out of some basis.”* 
Dadaratha intending to instal bis. eldest son 
Rama as Ynvaraja or tt>ir*apparentaddresses 
the following to tbe assembled princes* ministers and 
cituens 


n'. II 

^ u,A which tmt fosodad Utf oa $n ahtfsDy 

«BiR«d. '* y«vttttbo<^ U occm b tb« kiisira^ b m inW' 
pobtios M JmoU hu 9t»t«S. 

s. ^EufMCtloSkoTnSitiMalHbtoryfJ. R. A. &. 1$<4)< SM«ba 
Tpj KiUdiM Vikrsal£tji, p. 4 
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^ (I 

U^ra^^ins^ ^jT%5rig^ ^ i 
^r? II 

>T5ifrf^?t^ qm ^ y pf^y fqr;^ I 
^r^: II 

4^ft«fTft gW^JT^RT 3TTT^ (| 

SR{ qtjTO^grr S^cf i fi 

fi ^ f 

Qn^wRTTTO frq/qr irfbr to ii 
51^ q^l^nftir qf^i^ I 


II 

nSTTOq^BW S^qf^ r lf ^^ ! | 
q/?«rp^5f^q #rq??r ijs^I vrifgf H 
tst g# f?qr q^nf^ i 

sfgsnefr ft m ^43%: ^ qm?TO i 

3?7^^Hqt ^ mi ?R3^: II 
t 3^ 5#; q*S^ i 

Jrq^ ftqtTKi^ TO: a ^q ^Tqq. II 
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5RT: ^l^sfftstr <?|f^ I 

JTrl#^ % II 

>nn ^ *i i ^aH. i 

^ II 

^^ iftlM^ dM^flfa-f^d l H. I 
i?7?ir g ^Isqfw^ || 

{R&iaSYacttm, Aycdhyl KSi^tem, Ca&( 9 H, v«ries i (o id. 
^hen the kiog of the whole world iaritiag all the 
members of the Assembly in a loud sooorovs voice like 
that of the dram or of the cloud, but at the same time 
with pleasant and kiagUke accents, addressed to 
them the following excellent, delightful and celebrated 
words—“Ye are aware that my royal predecessoca 
ruled this good kingdom, as a father brings up his 
children. 1 also following the track of my ancestors 
have vigilantly protected my sal^ects to the best of 
my power. For the good of this extensive kingdom 
rendered happy by the rule of the I k s 1^ k n family 
I want to tell yoa>—I have rendered my body infirm 
inexercidog the rights of sovereignty (lit, by living 
under the shade of the white cmbrella, which is an 
emblem of royalty) for the wellbeing of my 
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acimerou^ Having lived a very long life 

a tbon93ad years) I want rest for my decreet body. 
1 have become fatigued by the performance of dudes 
too heavy for men lacking seircontrol, though with 
the aid of royal privileges. Therefore I long for rest 
after appointing my son as vicegeiSDC for the gX)d 
of my snbgects, with the permission of all these 
honourable twice>bom gentlemen who are present. 
R s n a. the conqueror of foreign kingdoms, who is 
valiant like I n d r a (the K ing of the Gods), is endow¬ 
ed with all my virtues. So 1 want to instal to morrow 
morning as my Vicegerent the moat pious and best of 
men who is capable of doing good like the Moon when 
it is joined by Pnsbya (the constellation Hercnlesi. 
R a m si, the graceful eldest brother of L a k s h m a- 
n a, U,not only 6t to be your ruler but also to be that 
of the whole world. By making over presently the 
duties of rnUng this kingdom to this the best of men. I 
shall become free from trouble. If this my proposal, 
which is Co my liking and which appears to me to be 
good and which has been arnved at after prolonged 
deliberation, is accepted by yon, kindly tell me how I 
am d> carry it out. If there is any suggestion better 
than this (which I like), think of it, became the 
judgment of neutrals who take into consideration 
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circumsUacet fbr aad agaioat, ia Ukelj to b« very 
Taluabl«-'3 

In the foUowiQg passage the bigb*minded 
aod trothfol R i m a says vritb fatherly affecUoa to 
the inhabitaQtd of A y o d h y i. who bare been fol» 
lowing him during bis exile and trying to dissuade 
him from learingthe city— 

«j^<Thr *nin*TR n*? 

• • • • a 

dT: SRI: SR^ II 

ai 5ftlWs«R« 

^ ii 

^ ft i 


finnift ^ ftmft ^ II 

iRatf J 

d it ttfi tRfait II 

e ft 3^: ^1^:. I 


TO ftt: ir >I^TO5R. II 

n ^RT^^jWT «rwFr ir aft i 
ttfRTSRRT Rwf^ iai II 


(lUmiyturn, Ajodb^t Kladvr» Cmio z]r» i| s to lo.) 
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‘'RestdeoU of Ayodhya! accord for cay delight 
to Sharata the same affectioQ aod respect as yon 
have so long done to me. The son of my sKp- 
mother ICaikeyi, Bharata, character and 
condnct are unexceptiooablei will try to do every¬ 
thing which is properly dear to yon and conducive to 
your weil.-beiiig. Though be is not old, yet he is wise ; 
though strong and spirited, yet he is very gentle, 
tiesce there is every likelihood of bis becoming yonr 
dt ruler, who vrill reseae you from all fears. As 
Bharata is endowed with all virtues necessary for 
his reigning over yon, he has been selected as Viceger¬ 
ent (by the King.) So being guided by me yon should 
carry out the orders of the King. As yon seek my 
welfate, you should act in such a way during my exile 
as may not aggravate my father^! grief.*' 

Here is another extract from the same book of 
Ram iy ai?a :— 

^ 51^' ftwtRT I 

TW: ^prTTwr TO \\ 

TOlSf: ft I 
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^ I 

II 

I 

^ 5TW II 

^^lm I 

?Tm^t?PfT sRf nni: II 

!Tf g 5r i 

^TT^ «»5SfT g?B? II 

^JiTisiftr n^fi% inftRifti i 
ST^ ^ 3T?n%WT7RJ: || 

3?Tf?g ^ ^ »T?TPT ^ II 

• V • « • 

^^5 f»Tg5 ??^«TRTT *r5p5^ I 

g 5q?<?raT ^isrqwra CT^t II 
1^ m«=A« gsn^ SFWV ?ni|% ^ I 
?W9T ft5rrffl: 11 

;n5j ni^ift j 

%5T &HWRH35ri’^n: || 

• « • • * 

^ fT 3fN“: ft?n ^ I ^ffjFd: ^cTpr If 

• • • • • 

?? ^ ;n ^ gfi i 

<Ttn iiftTn ^ ^ II 
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^ ^K: i 

^rRPrr^ 11 

^ ?TW sry **ii^hR*<h ( 

^ ^ qpTt ^ t rg: ?! sr: If 

^fAhT MNftwflft fJWl^R fl 

5|^i^ni I 

•ifln»H I Ri'On^I II 

•TpmHJijfirs w f 

ft^FFT 9 H: I| 

Mniyt^. Av»dbri Kbd&m, casto lo^, v«na9, 
13 (0 at. 29 to 28, 3«^ ^ to 41.) 

^ Wb«n m the death of hia &ther (D a s a r a t h a), 
the aorrowfnl and weeping B b a r a t a with the cor¬ 
dial approval of the lohabitasta ofAjodh^^i, triet 
to peranade his elder brother, Ra m a, to return to the 
capital and aasuioe the reins of government, R i ma. 
who is endowed with great wisdom and patience, 
asks him thos (In the presence of bis ant^ects) not to 
lament fi^r the demise of tbdr iather and advises 
him to return to the metropolis and to reign as bis 
representative, **A man cannot act of bis own free* 
will like God. The aU-devouting Time or Y a m a re* 
gnlates his movemenu in tbb world and the next. 
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Wb«re 19 accumulatiott, there ii depletion ; where h 
rise, there is fall; where is anion, there is separation ; 
where is Ute, there is death. As a fruit, when it 
ripens, cannot but fall to the ground, so birth aod 
growth are bound to be followed by death. Even 
the most strongly'built boose sopported by pillars 
is reduced to niiua iu coarse of time. Similarly 
disease and iohrmity bring about a man's decline. 
The nigbti which is past, does not return. The 
Y a m n s fi, which dows with its large voluise of 
water to meet the ocean, does not come back. As 
during the hot season the rays of the nua cause water 
to eraporate, so the regular succession of days and 
nights robs erery living creatnre of its life. So rather 
mourn for yourself, (thiskiog) * Death is inevitable ; 
what shall 1 do ?* Why do you monm for another ? 
Vrbcther a man moves or remains motionless, his 
life gradually ebbs away .... As driftiag timbers 
(ships) meet one another on the high seas and then 
separate after a while, so a man becomes united 
with bis wife, children, relatives and wealth for sotne- 
and then becomes sundered from them: thus 
all these ttuags are bound to be dissociated from one 
another. Life and Death is the law of this universe; 
none cao transgrew it .... . Our &tber, who 
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was a pious man asd performad many sacrifices witb 
proper has goat to heaven, So we should 

soc mouco for him. As he has gone to beaveo, 
give up jour grief, go to the metropolis and 

reside there.Oar father, who waa devoted to 

truth, asked you who are noted for your eloquence to 
reside inAjodhya. 1 will do as my pious father 
has bidden me; I cannot transgress his just cona- 
maods, 0 Conqueror of foes, You should also obev 
him who was not only our father, but our (true) 
friend. I will carry out his f^ous orders by means of 
my exile, 0 Descendant of R a g hu. A kind-hearted 
aud dutiful man, who seeks the welfare of his sonl in 
the next world, should obey bis superiors • 0 the 
most valiant of men, 0 the best of men, being guided 
by your good character and meditating on the good 
deeds of our father, do what conduces to (the wel¬ 
fare of 1 your self.” "J 

We may juxtapose for the sake of comparison an 
extract from Cicero’s speech against Verres {the rapa¬ 
cious Roman Governor of Sicily) and a passage from a 
speech of S*1 e Q p i 1 a, king of C h e d i (Bmkdelkhaod) 
who was irritated by B h i s h m a* s (the Patriarch of 
the Kurus) and Yndbis^hira’s cooferriog the 
highest honours on Krishna, regarded as an incar* 
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oatiod of V i 8 h a tt in ttac Mahabharaita (com* 
pcsod about 800 B.C.) oo the occasion of the 
Rii asuya sacrifice of the P indaT as. 

CicerO'^^^ Wbat, the wortblessoeis and. audacity 
of that mao (V'e r r e $) should bare a more eas^ access 
to your own frieodabip, 0 Horteasins (Verrea's 
CoudseU and to that of other great and noble men 

than the Ttrtne and integrity of one of os I. 

Yon arc fond of V e r r ea : 1 suppose so. If yon are 
not gratified with his virtue and bis innocence and bis 
industry and bis modesty and his chastity, at least 
jdu are transported at bis conrersationt his ao:om* 
plisbmeotB and his good breeding. He has no ' such 
gifts ; tut on the contrary all his qaalities are stain* 
ed with the most extreme disgrace and infamy, with 
the most extraordinary stn^ndity and boodshoess . . 
. . . Wbat do yon think, this can be endurable to any 
one—that we should lire oo slender incomes In sneb 
a way as not ereo to wish to acquire anything more, 
that we should be content with maintamiogour digni* 
ty and the good-will of the Roman people, not by 
wealth but by rlrtne ; but that that man haring rob¬ 
bed every one on all sides and baring escaped with 
imptmity should lire in prosperity and abundance' T* 


t. Cic*n>'» ontiou Verx«*, tnaaUtee bf Yoafft. 
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(Canto S7) 


wrw?f^, 1 5ft%«ira«fri h 4 

• • • • • 

»r«7f r jfsq^r I 

^ ?T?is^: 11 6 

»wi i 

%fe ^ JTra^sjft tl 7 

f«HR>T fT I 

11 8 

few ^ «R«I fVB?5f4fRfW II Q 
• • • « . 
^ Sfffe^ ?T ^I3TT \ 

«rf%cT«, II 17 

gsir^ qgg^: I 

ft HK?f \\ 18 
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^ j 

Wl, ^ ^ 5rF?f^ kl 19 

*r?a ^sTfTO ^Tii^??sr i 

^5W*1Rr*P?fj II 20 

«nn35r^tir iw5*rshirrf5^^Ri^ (I 21 

^ f| gw II 22 

4Ts^ ^RPT g^r 1 

•^11II 23 

* « • * 

fwnim f| ^K«IT ^ I m*tiwfl: II 3 

(Canto 41) 

* • ' » • 

5fw g>^i^ II 12 
#1 *fr5 5r TOffer Jiindg ^ 1 
^ giOfT ^ wrg^ 5 i<%sn?: n 13 

^ «n^ ft ?r5r ^ ^ II 11 
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I 

srsTTOi II 15 

» • * ♦ 

«rai ^ 3mm ng: i . I 

3?mne (i i? 

WubJ^b^'^Tatijn. SkTipar/anv. 

S'i $ up 11 Bhiahmal KrisJi^a does I 

not des^rre tbe highest honours conferred bf yon in 
the presence of so many worthier princes .... 0 I 

B hTs b m a 1 when a Tittuons mao like yon acta ' 

thus for flatteriog ft person, he becomes the bntt 
of the Society's ridicnie. 0 Chief of the Korns! 
if you have worshipped Krishna for his age 
and experience, then bow does Vasadeea's son 
{Krishna} deserve reverence, while the old i 

Vasud^'^^ alive ? If you have honoured 
Krishnafbrbia being your weIPwisher and follower, <^1 

then how can he claim your worship in the presence 
ofDrupada? If yon have paid your respects to him, 

0 the Descendant of the K.u r n s, for his being a pre¬ 
ceptor, then how can be be worsbipfied in D r o n a’ b 
presence ? If you have worshipped him, OKaurava, 
for his being a priest, then why have you worshipped 
him though the old Sage Vyflsa is alive? 

K r i I h p a is ueither a priest, nor a preceptor 
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nor a king. Ii not th«reibre joar worship of 

Krishna sheer flattery, O Chief of the K a t n s ? 

If you were determined ou worahipping Krishna, 

then why did you insult us by your invitation ? 

We have been paying tribute to this great son 

(Yadb ia^h ira)ofKuntt not ttjt of fear, nor out 

of greed, nor for propitiating him, but only becanse 

we want that the empire should go to the virtuous ; 

hut he has insulted ns. Is your worshipping 

Krishna, who is devoid of royal attributes, with 

due cecemoaials, in this assembly of Priuees, anything 

but insnlting ns ? The reputation ofYndhis^biia, 

who has been without any cogent reason named Hbe 

son of P i e t y*, tnre VRrtished for his honouring this 

im^ous and wicked descendant of Vrishni, who 

baa killed the high-minded king Jar&sandha by 

foul means, .. . The Pandavas are fbllowing your 
« * * * 

lead, 0 B b is b m a, just a^ a boat does, when it is 
tied to another, or when a blind man is led by 
another. . . . 

0 Base Descendant of the K u r u s, 0 B h i s h m a, 
wicked as yon are, (it appears that) you have not 
heard'ic the least from good men moral precepts which 
1 shall communicate to you. (It is enjoined that) none 
should burl weapons at women, kine and Brftbisaos 
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nor at a person wbo has provided one with food and 

shelter. The good and virtoous alwajs iocalcate 

such lessons on honest men* all of which (it appears) 

have become fruitless in ^on. You have praised 

Krisbpa with the epithets 'experienced, old and 

great' as if I were ignorant (of his real natore) . . . 

. Vou have landed Krishna bj saying 

* He la the wisest of the wise» the Lord of the 

UaiTerae'; so he is under the erronous impreMioo 

that he really deserves your hyperbolical adnlacloo. ’* 

When Du ry y odhana, the sou of Dhrita- 

r & s h t r a (the king, of Hastisipur a—modern 

^iwftna near Meerut) and the prince of Sophists, 

was requested in the assembly*h<\ll of the K n r ns by 

Krishna and others to make over oxie*balf of his 
* i. 

kingdom to Yndhi^thita (the eldest son of 
PindUjDbritarSshtra's brother), which was 
his dnci he said 


II Si 

{Canto 127) 
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qf^ nm ! I 

?w|| 15 


g^4|q ^ ^[^q rqjt, SRlt^T I 

q^4nT% ^<civqq?ir qq’i.ii le 


^ ^TRf. ^rqq*^qf 

iTOT^ fj% qi Wft cr (I 18 


*jui^*4f3ji *T ^wf^d II 

: II 19 


••r < » • 

qrqft 1 

qnOTi^ nft II 25 

M^lbhirtbtn, U<2yeftp«ry«m. 


'*0 KrishQ&! Yoa shonld h&Tt given your 
advice after doe deliberatioo. Being ioflueaced by 
the flattery of the Paodavaa iron have fonod fault 
specially with me without rhyme or reason. Do you 
always calumniate me after takiaginto consideration 
the strength and weakness of parties ? Some of my 
relatives,—V i d u r a, the King (my Father), my Pre¬ 
ceptor and Grand&ther—do likewise; but they do not 
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bUiix other princes; but I lajeelf c&naot find aoy 
fault of miaeCTeo after deep thiokiug ; nererlheless 
you aod sereral other priuces are iaimically disposed 
towards me. The Pandaras hay e lost tbeir share 
of the kiagdom to^ akuui as a result of the dice- 
play of which they are inordioately food. Am I to 
blame for this ? Oa the cootrary 1 ordered the restitu* 
tion of some wealth woo irom them oo tbeoccasioo. 
The baoisbment of the ioyiDcible Pao^avas was 
the result of their second reverse in the dice- 
game, Otbe Chief of Conquerors. This is not our fault. 
Being unable to cope with us single-handed, they 
have joined our eoemy at lease for no accusation 

which has been brought against us.Eren 

the king of the gods will not be able to terrify us. 
who are unflinching, into submission by violent acts 
and speeches, 0 i^estroyer of foes lido not find any 
one who can conquer as by honourable according to 

Kshatriya custom) fighting: even gods cannot over* 
power our warriors like Bhishma, Droqa,Kr ip a 
and K a r n a, not to speak of the P a n d a v a s. 
If we» who are Kshatriy as, die in the coarse of 
a virtnons fight, we shall attain heaven in due time. 
The greatest duty of lu, Kshatriyas. is lying oo 
a bed of arrows on the field of battle. Kone 
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bora m a Ksbatriya family and obserTiog 
Ksbatri y alaws bowd to aoy ooe in this world 
oat of f«ar only for th« sake of bis life. Wise 
Ksbatriyas seeking tbnr trae welUbeing al> 
ways act in accordance with the precept of the sage 
Matanga» viz., ‘Be always adveatarons. Kerer 
submit to anyone. \ spirit of enterprise is true manli¬ 
ness. Yon may break at times, bat should never 
bend.^..... (So long as I am alive) the Pandavas 
shall not get back their share of the kingdom—not 
even the earth that sticks to the end of the hoest 
needle.'’ 

It is diScQlt to extract oratorical speeches from 
the P a r a Q a s which are records of actsons and 
incidents (munly imaginary bat partly real, the 
naclios of which was compo^ aboat 7(W B.C.‘) 
narrated by sages to their inquisitive disciples. 
IntbeVayapuranamin which the God of Winds 
is supposed to be the speaker at least in some 
chapters, there is the story of the deception of the 
Daily a 8 (the foes of gods) by Brihaspati, 
the preceptor of gods. Brihaspati makes the 
Daityas believe that he is ^^nkra, their pre« 

t. 8cc FufiMTs Aaewet ladiu) Hiaorictl TfsdMee, 51. 
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ceptor, aod, tbos iodac«s them to ccjecC the adTancea 

i 

of S akra, tbc real preceptor of the Oaittas, 
who becomes jDdigaant. Later on the Daily as 
discOTer their mistake and propitiate their preceptor. 
S^nk ra, the koower of right, bring entreated relent* 
ed and said to them with kindness :— 

^ 5T rpilsT ^^ltRni.11 48 

^ 49 

^ smwi tJT ^ ^ I 

? fft niTi*^Hmd jj 60 

JT?sRri^^ Iffftwj^^i 

fwrr 5r*ij!r’i ^^ft^rrawr ll 51 

* • K * 

ynifil: il 6S 

^ 5n^ ir?raiT«^ I 

♦ • • • 

t <T«tN ^ ^TTffT: { 6S 


(Chapter 98.) 
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p>o not feAc- It is not necessery for you to proceed 
to the lower regions (rasatalam). Eyen if I be on the 
alert {aad try my best) I cannot override fate. The 
curse {that ye sh&ll lose your wisdom) which I have 
pronounced on you, cannot be rescinded. The Creator 
also has ordained that ye shall lose your under¬ 
standing in course of time. With my aid ye have 
become rictorioas over the gods and reigned in hearen 

tor ten cycles fyugas) . 0 PrahUda 

(the leader of the Dai ty as), you will reign for ten 
cycles in the Stlvarnika age, when your grandson 
Bali will be the emperor. The Creator has said 
this to me .... Therefore ye shonld not despair 
and become broken-hearted. Endure patiently wbat 
time brings on/* ^ 

The following is taken from Matsyapur&nam 

(composed about 700 BC.) Chapter 148, where 

Tacaka, the enemy of the Gods addresses his ministers 
thus 

71 ^ 1 % 1 

^ J?*t f) 32 

• * ♦ * 

^ m rrn^rwsRir 3 f^f^rezr^ n 35 
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l| m fijimi, 
yiR; 5r Titrsfi* ^ >T?t & II 3e 
?F*Tf3ram*r<^^WHl 

iRnS ^ 532? ^STTOI, i 

^ 4ife;9i5na^ll 37 

trra'iiTO ?Tt^^n%^: 1 

^^^ «|f WRTir^^ggRJTT^ s'^ H I ^W«h I: II 74 
# ||u?JT ftr^T T^TlTOf: i 

3T5?^TO: II 76 

^r?TT €>TfNf|JT: *W II 76 

wTM^RTW js«rm*rei^i: 1 

^ ^irTT^ ^rfsnrsg 11 77 
?w ^ II 78 

**0 Cooosellors, if 1 do not invade the abode of 
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the Gods, mj kbgBhip becomes oKaoiogless. If 1 
<&iinot persecate my eoecoy, I cannot enjoy peace. 
(Our foes are enjoying the manifold pleasures of 
heaven; we are bereft ot them ). k man is bora 
io vain, if be cannot evince menbaeas. He, wbo 
does not satisfy his parents, remove the grief of bis 
friends and earn spotless glory, is more dead than 
alive. Therefore make ready my eight-wheeled war- 
chariot adorned with golden streamers aad with my 
umbrella begemmed with pearls. Let tbe formidable 
D a i 17 a soldiers follow me.” Then I n d r a. tbe 
king of the Gods, addressed them (Gods) thus— 
** 0 Oeoiseos of Heaven, attend carefully to my 
words. Ye taste the sacriGes offered by men, are 
eauly satisfied and are endowed with purity and 
self-control. Ye have been admiaisceriug the affmrs 
of tbe world with your might and glory. The 
chieft of the 0 a i t y a s are persecuting you without 
rhyme or naaoo. A policy of couciUation is bound 
to fail. The only means of bringing them to their 
senses is ponishmeat. Therefore prepare yowselves 
for war, master my forces, wle^ yonr weapons, profn* 
tints tbe gods of weapons, make your chariots rady, 
and encoanter the enemy with T a m a* (tbe King of 
Death ) as your general, 0 Gods.” 
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Tb€ following ii taken from '*V i 8 h 9 u p u f a 9 a, 
the nocleus of which was composed as early as 
700 B.C.* When the D a i t y a (the enemy of gods) 
Hiranyakasipu failed by means of threats 
and panishments to dissuade his son P r a h 1 i d a 
from worshippiflg V i s b n n and entrusted bis teacb* 
iog to a body of priests, Prablida addressed 
hU dasS'fellows tbns^ 

stRft ^ ftf^nrn*i3rr: » 

5T 11 55 

W59r^ Ii 

S|^ \\ 

?tTW ^ ^sqVI I 

* « • • 

tjRRig ^ II 

• • > • 

?T?t II 


I, $«• Pugitsr’i Afleimt Insist Kh<oricaJ TraOidoa, aa4 $$• 
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m mm \i\ i 
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TO ^ m- «- H 

W TOftr fT?Rrfta5 q^ I 

5^ rWrft ^^tci ^iPiJi'h'n TO 11 

sqrHPftf^ II 

• ■ • « 

ft^iTti ^ntc^ 

S!K®^TTOI^ \ 

• ■ • • • 
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Visbciupvrt^, Pirt I.CUp. i?r&$^3^ 70 to 9a. 8* 9^ V ^ 
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”0 the OEbpring of the Daityae < ate the 
sons of DitiX h«ar the supreme truth. Do not 
think that my speech U actuated by self-interest 
(lit ^eed), AU creatures obtdn birth, childhood, 
and youth; thw senile decay inevitably overtakes 

them. Tbeo all of ns see that they die.•When 

we are bom we suffer pain; when we die we have 
to endure iutenae pain ; so long as we are in the 

womb we also suffer.In this world which 

is an ocean bf misery, the great God Y i s h n n is 
our sole Refuge, I assure you. We being boys do 
not know that the soul is eternal and that old age, 
youth, birth and other simiUt attributes perUin 
to the body and not to the soul We io our boyhood 
think that we should strive to attain our true well¬ 
being in our youth. When we become young men, 
we are of opinion that we should seek the welfare • of 
the sonl in our old age^ When we grow old, we are 
under the idea that as we did art try to attain our 
souls’ wellbeing while we were ablci it is not possible 
for us—nafbrtunate men—to do anything now, when 
our organs have become weak. Thus men thirsting 
for worldly enjoyment and bring always impelled by 
wicked desires never proceed towards the goal of 
good. Being occupied with toys in childhood and 
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with worldly ends in yontii, ignorant men spend their 
old age, with eafe^led powers of the bi>dy and mind. 
Therefore a cooscieltious man tbinWng that the soul 
{ being eternal) has no intrinsic connexion with 
cWldhood, yooth and old agCi shouid aim at the 
h^hest good from his boyhood- If you ihiak that 
what I hare told yon is not false, you should for my 
satisfaction remember Vishnu, ^e gWer of salva* 
tion. It is easy to remember Him and the remem* 
b ranee of Him (always) confers good. Tboae, who 
think of Him day and flight, get rid of their ain; 

May you davo^e your thought always to Him and 
yonr lore to all creatures who live, move and have 
th«f being in Him and thus may you be free from 
all miMry I When all the creatures of the world are 
stricken with thr^i^iods of evil (bodily, mental and 
afld acmiknt^lh ^ entertain any spite 

against these wcst<toed beings. ,If others prosper and 
we suSer misery, .wo then .^e should Ije satisfied 
with our lot, as wvy is prodnctiTC of evil. If meu 
being confirmed in thrir enmi^ do evil to others, 
the latter, if they are w»e, sbottld pity them think* 
ing that they have been overwhelmed by passion and 

ignorance. .. ks the whole of this in^ 

finite uoivetse is ’^Uhoo» wise men 
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loot upon others like theojsclTes without distinction 
.Do tiot remain contented . with this un¬ 
substantial world full of Tidssitndea. I ssk you 
boldly to accord e^^nal treatment to &U creatures» 
for the true worship of V is h n u consists in treating 
others like yourselres. 'What is not to be gained if 
Y i s h I? u is pleased—not to speak of piety, wealth and 
desire—these being trifling things? If yon place 
yoorseWet under the shadow of the Tree of the 
Supreme Soul, you will certainly obtain the noblest 
fruit thereof. 

Hiraoyakaeipu, Fralhida*s father, 
thought of pnnisbifig bis son through bis priests, who 
told Prahlada that as be was the sou of a 
great king and was born in a distingoished family, 
be should rely solely on his father who was the 
refuge of all, and should have nothing to do with 
the A n a n t a (the Inflnite) . whom bis father 
HirauyakaUpu regarded as an enemy. 
P r a h 12 d a said thus to the assembly of priests:— 
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gjiTft li! fey*l% If 

ftwra grttwii 

5^ «3 S!?iig fiMswRr»iw«: II 

V)»h 9 upurtpiin, Pnrt 1, Chnp. jS. 14 to 


<•0 highly fbrttuate Beingi, ( 1 know that) this 
gritX rty waty is i#orthy of prfti«. Nooe can gain¬ 
say tfeat it is the best of Marl“chi*8 dynasties in 
tbia world. I dlao kdo* that it is true that my father’s 
acbieremeots are the most famous in this world. 
There it not the least error in the ttatcmcnt that 
my fitther it the best df ill my ^htJeriors. There 
is not the Itast ddlibt that fliy father Is to be revered 
and to tie sednlonsly worahipped. Still t think 1 
have not offended ( him ). You (in yoar warning 
to me ) have said that there b ito need ( for me ) to 
resort to Adahta W-tfte Mnlte. Who says that 
thta has been property k&ctoSlt It does not appear 
ttat this statetnent is fatl OfaWWe*' Hanng said 
tbia oat of respect for them, PrahUda remained 
silent ( for some time). Then smiling be added 
“Thanks for your question ‘What is the necesnty for 
the Infinite r 0 my Preceptors, you have done well 
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ia raiaug this qoestioo. If yoa have no objectioo, 
1 will tell you what may rcsnlt from depeodeoce 
OD the Infinite- Is the Infinite negligible when the 
fcrar human ends-^ty, wealth, other things desired, 
and salvation—depend solely on the Infinite? ;R«vered 
Marlchi andOaksba have obtained piety from 

Him, some have gained wealth, otbers their other 
desires, and others again becoming free from worldly 
ties by their true wisdom, religions contemplation 
and trance and thos becoming cognisant of the 
highest truths, hare attained salvation (tbrongb 
His grace ). The root of prosperity, fame, greatnesS) 
wisdom, cbildreo and activity is snch worship of 


Hati as may lead ultimately to the onion of the 


i nd i vidnal soul with the Divine Soul. OBrahmaqs, 


when such (valuable ) blessings proceed from the 
Infinite, will yon still assert that nothing will re¬ 
sult from His worship ? It is needless to tell y« 
more, as yon are my Preceptors. Whether yon arc 


telling the right thing or not, I cannot say, as my 


wisdom is Uttle.^ 

The following sermon of the 'B u d d b a to his 
disriples on the Ancient Path is from 

Mrs. Rhys David’s translation ol S^mjatta 
N ik ay a ( ^^mpwed about 400 B.C. ) in Mf. B- H. 
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Brew»t«rs'life ofthfi Bnddba:—**Jiist as if 
Bcetbfeo, a man faring tbrougb tbe forest, through 
the great wood, tbonld see an aodent p a t b, an an¬ 
cient road traTcrsed by men of former daya 4nd he 
were to go along it, and going along it he shoo Id see 
an ancient dty, an ancient prince's domain, wberein 
dwelt men of former days, having gardens, groves, 
pools, fonodatioos of walls, a goodly spot. And 
that man. Brethren, shonld bring word to the 
Prince or to the Prince's minister, 'Pardon. Lord, 
know this. 1 have seen as 1 fared tbrongb the 
forest, throng the great wood, an ancient path, 
an ancieot rend traversed by men of former days, 
having gardens, groves, pools, (bandations of wails, 
a goodly spot. Lord, restore that City.* 

And Brethren, the prince or bb minister shonld 
restore that city. That dty should thereafter become 
prOBperons and flonrishing, populous, teeming with 
folk, grown and thriven. Bven so have L Brethren, 
seen an ancient path, an ancient road traversed by 
the rightly enlightened ones of former times. 

And what. Brethren, is that aiKient path, that 
aocieot road traversed by the rightly enlightened 
ones of fonaer times? just this Aryan, eightfold 
path, to wit, right views, right aims, right spcedi. 
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right actiOQ, right livelihood, right effort, right mind- 
fulacee, right cooceotration. This, Brethren, ie that 
ancieat path, tbyt ancicot road, traversed, by the 
rightly eallghteoed ooes of former times. Along 
that I have gone and going along it I have fully come 

to know decay-aod-death.I have fully come 

to know the way going to the ceasing of decay-and- 

death.This that I have come to know I have 

declared to the brethren, to the sisters, to laymen 
to lay women, even this divine life, Brethren, that 
is prosperous and flourishing and widespread and 
to be known by many 

(From Wt. O. 3. Brewster's Life of Ootama, 
the Baddha). 

‘‘Then the Exalted One (Boddha) addressed his 
Pataligama disciples and said* *Five*fold. 0 
House-holders, is the loss of the wrongdoer tbrongh 
his moral failure. In the first place the wrongdoer 
failing in morals fells into great poverty through 
carele^oess; in the next place his evil report gets 
noised abroad; thirdly whatever society he enters, 
whether of nobles, Brahmaqs, heads of bouMS, 
men of a religions order, be enters with diffidence and 
(becomes) confused ; fourthly he is confused in mind 
when be dies; and lastly on the dissolntioo of the 




[ « ] 

bcdj after ileatb be is rebo^a into some vnbappy 
state of eufibriog or woe. This, O Honseboldcre, 
is tlie fivefold loo of the evildoer* 

Pivefeld, 0 Householders, is the gua of the 
welldoer tbroogb bis moral derelopmeat. lo the 
first place the well-doer moral Ix developed acquires 
great wealth tbroogb his industry ; to tbe oext 
place good reports of him are spread abroad ; 
thirdly ^whatever society be eaters whether of 
sobles» Brfihmaos, heads of bouses or members 
of a relj^oBs oraer^ be enters confident and self* 
pomessed ; firartbly be. dies sot confused in mind, 
and lastly on tbe dlssolutiOD of tbe body after 
death be Is reborn into some happy state io heaTeo. 
This, 0 Housebolden, ts the fivefold gain of tbe 
weU-doer/' 

Though tbe ^xk and stoneptUar edicts of 
AI o k a, tbe greatest of tbe Buddhist Emperors 
( 2S5 to fiyt B. C. 1 cannot be strictly regarded 
as pnUie speeches, they are allied to them as they 
are addressed to a large number of meg. Even some 
of C i c e r 0 's speeches (a y. against V e r r e s) were 
never ddiverod. 

( From Mr. T. Smith's, Lift of A i o k a*^Bdkt XI 
on Tme Charity). 
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‘‘There ie cio each Charity as the charitable gift 

of Law of Piety, w ftieodebip a» fckodebip 

ifl piety, t» euch dwteibutioa a* the dietnbutloti 
of piety, no such kinship a* kinship m^piety- 

tbe “Law of Piety coneiets in these things, »> 
wit, kind treatment of sUres and serrants, obedi¬ 
ence to fhtlwr end mother, charity to ascetic* 

( Buddhist). add respect for the sanctity of life. 

Therefore a father, son, brother, master, friend 
or comrade, nay eren a neighbour, ought to say; 
This is meritorious, this ought to be done- He 
who acw thus both gains this world and begets 
infinite merit in the next .world by means of this 
7 (ry charity of the Law of Pirtjs 

From M-r. Y. Smith's Lifeof A. i ok a—K a Uo g a 
Rock-Bdkt No. II, on the duties of officials to the 
Border Tribes. 

. I dc^ my riewi to be pracrically acted 
npon aad narried into i^ect by smtaWe means ; 
and in my opinion the pruicipal means for aaoai- 
pHshing this olqect ace my instroctioos to yon. 

All men are diildrea and just as for my chUdeen 
I desire that they should «joy all happioesaand 
proapertty both in ^ world and the neit^ ao for 
all men I desire the Wee happiness and prosperity. 





[ ** 1 


U 70U ask what is the Rm^s will concerai&g 
the border-tribes, I reply that my will is this coo- 
cerniog the Borderers—that they should be convinced 
that the Ring desires then to be free from disquiet¬ 
ude. 1 desire them to trust me and to be assured 
that they nriU receive from me happiness, not 
sorrow, and to be convinced that the King beats 
them good will, and I desire that .... they should 
practise the Law of Piety and so gain both this 
world and the next. 

* • » • • 

Vnderstanding this, do your duty and inspire 
these folk with trust, so* that they may be convinced 
that the Ku)g is unto them even as a father and 
that as be cares for himself, so be cares for them, 
who are the King’s children. 

Elaving given you my insCrucdons and notified 
to you my orders—my resolutions and promises being 
immutable—•! expect to be well served by you in 
tikis bnsiness, because yon are lu a position enabling 
yon to ii»|rire these folk with trost and to secure 
tbdr bappiaeSB and prosperity both io this world 
and the next; and by so acting yon will gain 
heaven and discharge your debt to me.*' 
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Though publicsp«che» in the ftrict «ose of the 

term ehonot be found in Sawhrit Drama*. .Wl 
we shall append below passages which approximate 

i'atm. 

TheDutayikyam and Du t agh a t o t ka- 
cham of Bhssa < flonrished about 800 A. D.) 
furnish a few instances. In the Dutavakyam 
we find Krishna proceeding to the court o 
Dhritarafeta and Duryyodhana to pet- 

eaad'e the latter to restore to the P S 94“’ 
share of the kingdom which is their due. But 
Duryyodhana is inexorable. Vssudeya 
(Krishna) addressee Duryyodhana m the 
nssembly-hall of the Kurus and state* that 
Yudhi^hira has greeted Duryyodhana 

and said to 

• • • * 

5OTr?f«T ^ 

II 




(We hare sobered gmt misery and iAit pfOmised 
time of exile has eoded. Please gire os the 
por^OB of the kiagdooi to which we are morallv 

sod l^ally entitled... If these 

be DO amicable settlcffleot, the estsaogemeDt between 
Yudhi^bira and Duryyodhana will become 
more aiad more aeuse and shall erentuate, O King, 
to the deatirnation of the iC a rna. U is, thecefoce, 
deaicable that yon ehoold give ap ycmi anger and 
coiinp^ with tbe a^ctionate request of Y ud b i s^ 
thira and his brothers. ) 

Doxyy.odhaaa said in reply 

rT^i#i 5r 3 ^ i 

^ siR^J' 3 3?*n*rpsRp^, ii 

• * » « 

WRT ?W yii^w 4R5 Sift ^ 1 


«w«rt JW?r ^ ^ I 
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(O Ambassador 1 yoa do not know tbe laws 
wbicb go«rn kingdoms, Princm after defeating 
their enemy with thdr own exertion and ealonr 
enjoy their kingdoms and do not beg them from 
otbera nor confer them on the suppliant. If yon 
denre to obtain royalty, presently show your 
prowess, or if yon are not so inchoed, enter a 
hermitage, where the peaceful and t^ous res.de 
for quietode. 

• * * * 

You could not show your kiodnens to Kamsa, 
the brother-in-law of yonr revered father. Then 
why do you ask os to be generons to those who 

haT€ always injured os ? 


Is it not ridiculous that you. who bare shamefully 
killed a woman, a hdr»e, a bnU and two wrestlers, 
shonld bandy words with honest men ? ) _ 

Ghatotkacha. the son of Bhima by 
Hidimbi. a RJksbasr, sent by Krishna' 
to the Coart of D hr i lansb tra.'to convey to 
Dnryyodbanathe atrodty of his bringing about 
the death of Abhimanyu, Atjnna’s ^ 

and Krishna’s nephew, in an unrighteous fight, 

U floutrf by his brother D u h a-*s a n a thus t- 
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5f ^ 5t^5^5 I 

^ cTf 

^1^ ^ II 

^If thou loQg'haadtfd, slightest us. usest rude 
^?ordfi, and goest b^joxid the bouods of propriety 
aod art moat heedieaa id yoar speech (tU., dost aoc 
take into account anything while speaking) and if 
thou pridest thyself on the hereeness thou hast 
inherited from thy mother, {thou shooldst remember 
that) we are also capable of being as angry and as 
ferocious as thou.] 

Gbatotkacba^^n^rf I 

WRT, ^ %yd«(l: I —God forbid! Ye arc much 

more cruel than dcmoas t as— 

Sirft 5T ?rm «gt i 

^ ^ Wftr PRTT^i I 

^ 3 II 

flight*walkers (demons) do not burn their sleefnitg 
brethren after confining them in a ]ac4ioase; they 
do not touch the hair of their brother's wife ; they 
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ttDOOt remember any instance . conduct) of their 
havingltilled th«c son in a fight. Though they are 
hideous to look at and tbocgb their conduct is rude, 
yet they ate not devoid of (all) pity. J 

In the Fifth Act of Ka I idisa’a Abbiinaua- 
S'akuntalm (composed about 455 A D.) where 

King Dnehman ta in hU open court repndiateSr on 

account of forgetfulness br&ugbt on by Dorvasi's 
curse, hie lawful]y*married wife S'aVuntali, who 
begins to cry after covering her face with her veil, 
S' a r n g a r a V a (her fiather’s diadple who has 
accconpaued her to the palace) says to the assembly— 
wimW — 

STfl: I 

ST^TRTf^l^^ (I 

^;sf\ —»rf^ A: ft*i5* *ii<dru 

tmi 1 

^ I 

ereiwiynuB i 

Unrestrained lightness (which led to the thought* 
less marriage between Dnshmanta and S'akun- 



ta] 2 }, has DOW been bnmiDg oot the m«rriage> 
bond. Therefore when marriage is contracted m 
secret^ it sboald be done after due deliberation. When 
two hearts become attached without thoroughly 
knowing each other, such hasty lore changes into 
enmity. 

The Kiflg—0 Sages, why arc you teprimandns 
me who are innocent by accepting S'akaBta1a*s 
words as troe? 

S'lrngaraT a (indignastl^ to the Assembly) 
—Gentiemen. yon baTc bea rd this base iosinnatioo : 
those who bare not Uarot deedt eren from tbdr 
childhood are to be dUbellered, those, who 
have made the deception of others their study, 
are to be regarded as tnost crust worthy []. 

In canto XV by Bharavi's epic Kiritar- 
j u nl 7 a m ( composed abont 600 A. D. > wherein is 
described the fight between Che S' a I ▼ a soldiers under 
Skaodaor Eartikeya Atjtina, in which 

the former ate worsted and compelled to retreat, 
Sl^anda, whose glc^j has not hitherto suffered 
any diminution; being a little aggricred fbr the 
tetreat of his soldiers, says to them 
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ITT ftftRps i 

^ S' tl 

^fcN5iy*irtf * I 
*T*ft 4t *fN3^pff ?5Rft^ U 
4(^5^ 2FTTO ^ ^ 

HHI^St ?T^SS(T ^FTft II 

ijfl ^TTWra? 5^ II 

sn 1 ^is4 5T V Jfmr ^ 

in g#sn ft ’ci^- ii 

jppaiPTffnTf II 

. . . . * 

flfp*n fwflr: II 

*' ^si^r I 

^*f5^ ^ g?»TT: ^>w ftmj II 

Jim: qwl^^: I 
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* # * • 



femr l 

f^f%?TTI%TmS*ft^ S^5*TOT ) 
*TT<5f} 5T Sit il 

^ ^ ^f!rSrf?t II 



«rr^ \ 

g^Hiftwfii "W fe^aAl 'flvfn. II 

( CftAW XV, d^Jj, ts to t?, 19, 9 l«^* 2(k^ ) 
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lO«oiaiet8, ye, to whom play aod war are of 
equal value, should not give up fighting. Why 
have ye, who have worsted the A a u t a a in the fight, 
destroyed your glory like Aganib (those who 
are not worthy of being the followers of S'iva)! 

These, your aworda, raiaed aloft in vain, the 
brilliance of which has been doubled by the rays 
ofthesuo, seem to be laughing (at you). 

I fear nothing will allay the pain inflicted by 
the whlMing arrows of the (pursuing) enemy, while 
ye ietake yourselves to the deer-track in the forest 
(in yoar flight). 

1 am at ft lo» to determiiie the sedone peril iot 
avcrtiog which y« hayc resorted to your raab 
retreat, lowered your eminence and contracted your 
spacious fame. 

Tour foe is DO demon, no serpent, no gigantic 
monster, but (simply! a human deosen of t^e earth, 
infused with new enthusiasm and spirit and capable 
of being eftsily overcome by yon- 

(It is ft laatter of great Kgret that) this 
ascetic has been oot' of pity and contempt gently 
throwing hls oreeperiike missiles and smiting your 
hips and tW^, as if ye were hunted animals. .... 
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. Ad it u better to have a natoraUj 

geisledS oroament tbas to hare oae from which 
precious oiaerali have been taken awaj* so it it 
better co be uaturallj devoid of valour tbaa to have 
it and (then) to be dieposeeesed of it (bf the foe). 

Your euem; has oo laat chanote, no ipeedy 
war-horses, oo heavenly elephants with pleasant 
cries, and no celiabU foot^ldiers, (and beoce there 
is nothing to frighten you). 

As there U nothing bot nntordable slush in 
a lake, the transparent water of which ha$ 
been dried np {lit., drunk) by tbe sun, so there 
is nothing but arrant iofanty in you who have been 
robbed of yonr valour by your enemy. 

As a husband desires to bide the shame of bis 
fai^iess wife* so, your master (S'ira) wants to 
conceal you who have lost your prowess and whose 
backs bare been seen by the foe. 

• • • • * 

Why have ye, having ^ven up your godliness 
and having assumed huttfau attributes and having 
displayed qualities antagonistic to your uatare, 
abandoned yoor eoioent courage and glory ? 

0 Immortals I oar opponent who brandishes bis 
sharp sword, is fearless, shines with his great glory 
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and is lelf-Kliaot, ao« oot qnake with f« 
yoot pfowesfi. 

Who is be (onr eoeoy) who bright in his tesplend- 
arBoat. with his fiae breast erect, has been 
impatiently • roatning withont any fear in the 
field of battle which kilto men e«n with its hideons 

4tn ? 

Ye hare flimg away in thU fight the continnaUy 
increasing prowess acquired by you in your fnght- 
fol great war with the Aanras, in which the routes 
of chariots were blocked by dead war-horses, in which 
the battle-field was flooded with the blood of Ug 

elephants killed in the tray.--.. » 

charioteers were bnrW! by steeds terrified by 
dancing corpses, in which horse-soldiers were dragged 
and killed by arrow^Bses filled with the wind, in 
which the valiant were, inspirited and the turnd 
were robbed of their anger, and the speedily increasing 
din of which fascinated (those engaged in the 


fight.ll 

The following passage is taken from BhattJ 
KiTyametMnposed about 610 i-D. by BbatU 
the patronageof king ^rTdharasena of 
ValabbitVata) in Kathiawar to illustrate the 
ode, of Grammar and Rhetoric. The author here 
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describes Riusa, LaksbrnaDS and Siti’a 
Jeaviiig A j 0 d b 7 a for the forest and thdr beiag 
followed hy the sorrowful citisens .— 

^ i 

?g: II 



>1 t4C.»c I e I re KJ E ri5 i 


‘ft ^?TrWP^ 

II 

mm, I 

irfiTOJ^ fTF? 

tjTO (I 

R53fl:Jwrw ^ ^ iniret, 

II 

*r? jnl ftgrT 
5f ?n?Fls^Tftro g^3iiT^ 
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5nTO ii 

m WT ^ *1^, 

f^^cqr? w w ^ tl 

^Rrt W 

?rR[ 

nRT«rf^?jrT^»Tm ]| 

(Caoto 1(1, SI ta s6>) 

The atiieos of 4y o d h y i reaUaiog that R i id a 
would proceed to the forest the aext day bo rut 
sorely with frief. Those who were patient giviog 
up their lameutatioo, made up their misds to follow 
Rama. 

R s m a and Lakshmaaa who were oo the point 
of leaving for the forest said to the eitieeos who bad 
approached them and had been grieving sorely for 
their departure—“ We wonder why yon are sor¬ 
rowing for us in the time of onr prosperity doe to 
the good fortune of onr bdog entmeted with 
onr father's commands. 
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He U our progeoitor, he has protected us from 
(earache has brought us up Uke himself Is this 
trivial gwflg to the forest a fit recompense tot the 
great good he has done to ns ? 

He who shirks really difficult duties ( not to speak 
of exile) imposed ou him by his parents should 

rather be shoTt.lived like a Ughtoiug-flaah or like a 

blade of grass whose upper extremity has become 
dryr Rama added, ‘*0 Citiscus, moru (to the 
metropolis ), try to relieve out fether's sorrow. Do 

not look upon B> a t a t a as different from me’*. 

So saying be said to his charioteer “Stop my chariots 
Rama knowing by rngos that the citiieas were 
bent upon following him, spent one eight with them 
and protected them fioln fears incident to a wilder¬ 
ness and on the next morning left th«i oo the 
pretext ( of performing his morning ablnUon,) 

The following passage token from the same poem 
rdates to Sit a' s. fite.purificatioo for her prolonged 
residence at Rivaoa’s pala«. Sfti says to 
berroyal hustand (Rama) in the assembly of 
Bakihasas, monkeys and gods.— _ 

?RT5 SFlftrTT — 
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ftcn 

?f%5, ^ ^ > 

R< l ^4-g H 

?4 3?fift 3^^^ 3^"!.^ ^ I 

^5 ^ 

^>T7, ?IPlSfjt^fft<*lH^5ft-^T^' I 

^wr^f! ft^Nhi ^ II 

yci^Ri ^ I 

*j« * 

w, <N^, jt4w> 

f?ftpTPT^f?r”Jt^t! fT3 ^ !• 

«Tf ftw, 3^) ^ * 

I ^f«m f^TTf^d 
^ 5*ra^^n^ 

Ir ^rfws tl 
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^ im imi^r n 

^ ¥iq5?T: ?r-$R^Jf|; \{ 

*rt jst ^^qnir ^1 

gi^q«i? q? It 

^ aWTT ftftqj354<?l'fiq|ilJl. I) 

(C»i«o XX *6-^-) 

*'Oiv« Qp th« fear which btta ahsea ia yonr mind 
from yout regarding me as a coaunon woman. 

ODoceodaatofKikutstha, be tfraid of what 
the gods may ordain for yon (*.$., jont wrong suspi¬ 
cion ); ftt\ shame for what this assembly may think 
of you ; you haye falsely accused me who was 
kidnapped by the enemy against my will. 

All the actiTities of my mind were in yon ; ( only ) 
my body was taken away by the Rskshasa. I tell 
the Gods, who are omnipresent, lor tbde information 
that these my words are. true. 

0 God of Winds, who continaously pnridest the 
three worlds and perradeSt all creatures, thou 
koowest if my mind ever beimine oirropt. 
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Ye Wfttera who pcrrade the sky, the heareBS aud 
earth and who are very pure, koow that my thoughts 
asd feelings have been good. 

Thoa Barth, who bearcat all things, knoweat that 
my character has not dCTiated from the path of 
right day and night. 

Thoa Hot-rayed Stin, who evaporateat water, 
shiflcst brightly, diapelleat darkness and trarelleat 
in the sky, exerting thyself, mayst try to know my 
conduct. 

Thou Space, who exiateat in the heavens, in the 
earth and in the lower regions, art cogoiaant of what 
I have done or have left nndooc. 

OLakshmana. prepare my funeral-pyre which 
18 the only remedy for this false accosation ; either I 
will satisfy Rsma today or Fire will purify my 
sinful body by burning it". 

Then seeing that Lakshmana has prepared 
the funeral.pyre with the consent of Rama, 8it5 
while moving round It, addressed the following 
words to the assembly— 

”Let all of you (including Vsoaraa )» who are 
pteaent here, hear and know that for Rama's 
inspkioii 1 throw my body into the fire. 
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0 God of fire, if I be uoebaate. save me by bora* 
*ng my body ; if spotless, pcesecTC it as a friend, I Ube 
the rows of clarified-batteMtreaks ponecd on the 

wall in memory of Vasn, the Chedi King, on the 

occasion of sacrifices, hare come formally to thee who 
art decked with a wreath of shooting flames' 

The following is taken from B 4 n a ’ s Harsbachari- 
tam {compeaed about 640 a.». > or the Life and Char- 
acter of Harsharardhana or SrT-Harsha 
of Thanesrara and Kananj, one of the greatest 
Hindu kings, who rnled Northern India as its para¬ 
mount ioyereiga from 606 to 647 a. i >.. On hearing 
from K n o I a 1 a, a cavalry«officer, that bis elder 
hrotbttRajyavnrdhanahad been treacherously 
a«aa^ted by the King of Gauda (Sas'inka 
or Nareodra Gupta), Harsha became Tcry 
,an^ and said to the assembled princes and 
mimsten.— 


TOTO 

m im I? <R^pnn?m- 
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n«5Tr: TO: I . gffwspi 

<nq^trftqr: <rnn^ |f 5t Rr|i t ft 

fiTOgTO»re’rag^«=5:=rei*«: TOfT^ra: i 


TO!i?!#5t TO3B5iPwf^*'i^ 

.»!tts/^ ftro- 

ftrora ?iTO>RwraTO5«w^feR- 

TOR; %«ftaTO I RiOTi; 

jraftroiftRHrer; tot r ?«n:, 

!. (% #1^ 'sn% gTrara^i^r^R: 

^ «P# jto^^rtot: ^fraj^mrom i «iftR k«?- 

gR5^ ^fijrfif sii^ 

^UStt ^Wli l tna g : . hRiTO^^ 









64 ) 

I ^ ir i 

^TWlfTT^^r ?lft TR^rfWft^^: ??OT- 

wtft yRrer^nrft «rt3^rf9ft «TRwft 

qmqi«?i?m^ i 

'*Wbo except the G a u d a king wDuld by stich a 
marder abhorred by aU heroes and resembliog that of 
Dronaby Dhrisbtadyumna pat an end to 
docb a great soul (Rijyayardbaaa) ja$t attbe 
moment when be witbont resorting to any artifice bj 
means of his sheer valoar bad sabdaed all princes and 
made them sarresder tbeir weapons ? Bzceptiag that 
rile wretch (the Gaoda king ) on whose miad would 
not the valour and other rirtoes of my noble brother, 
which were spotless like the white foam of the 
&hftgirathi and the swans of the M a n a s a lake 
and which remiadmeof the prowess of Paras'a- 
f I m a, make a farontable impression ? How could 
be (the Ganda long) bekig fierce «od cruel like the 
rtTTim"Tinr‘ whose hoi rays dry op the water of 
tbe bed ot (and thos IcQl) lotuses, extend his bands, 
^hUng bis ftMndship (with Bojy arar^hana), 
to rob my lord of bis life? Tbe very name of 
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this miscr«aQt seems to have bes mice bed my tongue 
wich the taint of sin. With wbat design 
for andertaking wbat work} did this mean-minded 
pitiless fellow bring about the death of the noble 
soqI, just as a worm enters (insidiously T into 
and then destroys a beautiful sandalwood tnilar 
capable of delighting the whole world 7 As a 
simpleton eager to taste honey does not take into 
account the stings of bees, which may afflict him, 
so the fool did not certainly consider the calamity 
of the shower of the sharp pcMuts of arrows, when 
he deprived this noble prince of his life. As a lamp 
placed in a lattice-window disfigures the whole 
room with soot, so this base Gaoda king has by 
his treachery ear ned only foul shame to the defiling 

of bis family.Bren when the goad, which 

teaches an no ruly' elephant obedience, is broken, 
there exist for bis discipline the still sharper claws of 
the lion capable of cleaving the motionless thick 
heads of all mad elephants. Who should not kill 
those who destroy the best of ainrited men and are 
like bad jewellers who break l>tilliact geais ? 

Where will the fool now go {for protection} ?. 

My mind has become so full of indignatioo on 
account of this calamltv that it has no room for 
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coTDpIyiog with the observances of mooroidf. Nay, 
80 long as this vile outcast of a Gauda King, who 
is like a paiarul tbora ia my heart, who is con« 
detaaed by the whole world for his wickedness 
and who deserves to be pounded in a mortar, is 
alive, I am ashamed to utter with dry lips helpless 

cries in my grief..So long as I have not been able 

to make the tremnlous eyes of the ladies of the 
enemy shed teats i on the day of defeat, how can 
my hands offer the oblation of water (to the spirit 
of my deceased brother) ? Unless my eyes see (and 
come in contact ) with the smoke issuing from the 
funeral-pyre of the vile Gan^a King, there is 
little tear to be shed (by me). Listen to my vow : 

I swear by touching the dtist of my' late honoured 
brother's feet that if I be unable in a few (Hi., 
counted or limited) days to remove the Gauda King 
from the earth and to put resounding fetters on 
the feet of all princes, who have become insolent 
on account of their quick archery, then I will hurl 
my rinful self bto the butter-fed fire like a 
moth. ” 

The drama *Mricbchhakatfkam' or 
clay<art, though ascribed to S'od raka (an 
imaginary and ideal Prioce), was probably composed 
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about 650 A.D., (there being a reference to Subandu^ 
Act VIll; S^akara’s statemtnt, /.450~aQthor of 
VS^vadatti which wa$ composed before H a rah a • 
cbarttam. Haraba'Charitam. though mea- 
tiouing many authors, omits S'udraka and itis 
work) bj one who adapted Bhssa’& drama Chirudatta 
ibr the express purpose of demonstratiog the estceUemf 
of the amour (and the subsequent marriage between 
the pious Brfthman merchant, Chirudatta (the hero 
whose devoted tnfe was alive) of Avauti and the 
beautiful and acconplisbed cowtesan V a s a n t a • 
a e D 9 aod also the desjrabllitj of overthrowing a 
tyrant like Pilaka aod substituting lor him even a 
good and spirited owherd like A r y y a ka^ and also 
for exposing the stratagems of designiog and wicked 
men like the S’akira iPilaka's depraved and wicked 
brotberdu'law) aud the defects of the adminiatration 
of justice of the time— 


1 Siniilttlf ebootTSO D. GopSla» ihe first Mia Zfng of B«aga(« 
tboogh a pUbtia*, wia tUcUd M>?ereigD {^di M. M« E« P< S'istii, 
A. S. B. KeOolrs ,VqU HI, p. S). S«« also J. &. A. p 604. 

where Dr. Cherpenlier remarks, ' Aa epUode (thet of iafide 

e dreat Could oeereci? be more Joooelp coeaected with the moia 
cetloa.*’ This iedicotei Ue iaUodoetiOQ for a tpedol pvpm. 
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iiUfi4<Tfj ^ 5r^??!%s?T j| 

JFTOW wfSfl7?RTT ?TV4r ^2KR ?t 4 f%5T |1 

^ Mnchehhahatllcam, Act 6 «iit1 7 }. 
The &njplidty of the style of Bbasa bos Ixen 
retaioed in order to make the reader believe in its 
wocient origin and in order that the antbor might 
air his pet theories with impunity.. The society 
depicted is decidedly more complex and degraded Ibau 
that of Bbftsa ijt Kalidasa. This drama is one of the 
richest in its variety of Prakrit dialects. This also 
proves the lateness of its composition. 

After Cbarudatta has been acquitted ofthefalae 
charge of mordering Vasantaseni and after 
the tyrant Pslakuhas been dethroned by the cowherd 
Aryyaka and after Charadatta has magnanim 
cmsly pardoned the wiclted S'akira, the hero iCharu- 
datta) addresses S'arvilaka« his beuefactor, in the 
presence of the people, who have assembled, thus— 
eIW7 gjp:, 

5ITHT Rr^, 

TO fff 11 
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TOft ^ ^RJ5r^f^^^^^^^, 

5T«ft»?f wm- 

^TT f7?T«5rafe5PT?«?SI^T^lftRl: | 
W7t3Tlf?5,l 

^t(^'. iTf^, ?^*I?fT ?f^«T5Rr^, 

flnl»i^rat:, 
?racwftffcn miRjr: Fg ?rt:, 
«*t*RT: »TFg n 

( Act X) 

^oce Aryyaba edjo^d tb« sovereign sway 
And holds mt as bis friend j'^aoe all foes 
Are now destroyed, save one poor wretcb released 
To learn repentance for his former faults; 

Since my fair fame again is clear and this 
Dear girb my wife and all I cherish most, 

Are mine once more^} I have no farther sait 
That asks for yoar indulgence, and no wish 
That is not gratified. Pate views the world 
A scene of mutnal and perpetual struggle, 

And sports with life as if it were the wheel 
That draws the lim^ waters from the well ^ 

1. To bft fttlded—" and foo, S'srrilaks, have bacome m; Ireand.*' 
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For some are raised to afflaence, some depressed 
Iq waat, and some are borne a while ak>ft» 

And some burled down to wretchedness and woe. 
Then let ns all thus limit onr deures. 

FuiUnddered be the kine \ the soil be fertile } 

May cofMons showers descend, and balmy gales 
Breathe health and happiness on all mankind; 

From pain be erery IWing creature free; 

And rerereoce on the plons Brihman wait; 

And may all monarcbs, prosperous and just 
Hnmble their foes and guard the world in peace. 

—'Wilson. 

The following passages are extracted from Act II! 
of BtaaTabhnti's Mahiriracharitam {composed abont 
700A.D.). When ParaShnma, the life-long enemy of the 
Ksbatriyas, wants to punish R a ma for breaking the 
S' a i 7a bow at the palace of J a n a k a, the king of 
tr i d e h a, the result of which has been R a m a * s 
marriage with S i t i, tbe daughter of J a n a k a, 
S' a 19 n a n d a, the priest of Ja n a k a, becomes irrit¬ 
ated byParasarima’s concnt and insolence and 
is on the point of cnrang him— 




«nnft|Tif^ 'm^ II • 

5rcrt^—1^- 
^ (TT^ir: j 

%prf^ wfR^ 

^ ft ?ra ^ ?^ir 

H<K r <^< g^ < T: I 5RW— 

«r<t Rwft ^^’Rn ^ — 

^ iTWTftrrjftBftfT: ^il^nrajft f^ir: i 
ftj ^ ^^K^rmrg^^- 

^ ’pmi I 


5 0 ^8; ^ ^ :—*7^ ^ dfSdlPf I 
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^ ^ ^r s^rrf^^ ^ art 

?^^rfillSqJ??T?<TR: I 

«nnTT ^7T?f[- 

f| sTfiTRft^ I 

5r|J»^;—Sl^iqfe 5TT*?r2R^iT^?^criq ^svf^ I 

5lf^ 3R^: I 
? TOl9r??T^75riHr5 ) 

5P7^ 3^: ««5$ srr ii 

3 rrJ? r Kt 3 R^ ! 

f# ftra* ^rRjjRT^rft y%ir fffi- 
?p4l%Kr: j 

f^Rr^ ;pn gg & ^ l q ^K > 

^r% Ji^ r 
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^2^ ^'. ^^Tffra^: I • 
^ fe7?T fm 
f| f?rr j 

^ n%: I 

Satiirtaod a—(nngrily taking the water for 
cursing Jsmadflgnya) 0 you gentlemen who are 
assembled here, behold—My iadigoation being roused 
by the insolent remarks of my enemy aball immediate* 
ly destroy thee who art toy foe. just as the fire of 
lightning due to a violent atmospheric disturbance 
burns away a tree. 

(From behind the scenes Da sa ratha )—Yield 
to compassion. My Lord, let the unendurable 
fire of your asceticism be quenched, as he is your 
guestJ He is one of the best of B r I h m a 9 s on ac* 
count of his virtues. He is also your friend. As 
he has now come to your house, is it proper to treat 
him thus ? As be, though learned, has deviated from 
bis proper course, there are Kshatriyas topuoish 
(ii^. cooqner) him ; compose yourself. 

Vasishtha (taking away the water for curs- 
og from S' a 18 n an d a)—Dear S'a t a n a n d a, do 
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just M Dasaratha, who has become related to 
you (by the marriage of his soo with Sits, the 
daughter of yoor Yajaraana j^anaka), says 
MoreoTCr— 

I will do (h'f. cause to exist) by my spiritoal 
meditatioQ everything which is conducive to the well' 
being {of the two. royal families). Yott,S'atii- 
n a n d a V along with J a v a 1 i and the other sages 
should conjure peace in the presence of the sacrificial 
fire. Let Vamadeva (thesecood priestofDasU' 
ratba, Vasiehtba being the first) with our 
disciples chaat the Samavedic hymns of victory 
for conquering (the enemy)- 

Jimadag.nya—Hear (^. see), all of you, the 
thundering of this Brahman<t(S'ataaaod[vi 
dependent on the Kshatriyas! What 
does it matter ? 0 the B ra hma n^almsmen of the 
Kings of Kosala and.Videha (Daearatha 
and Janaka), 0 all the Ksbatriyas resid* 
ing in the whole of the world (literally, the 
seven Kula mountains and seven islands), I tell 
you—If there be here any one among yon, who 
pretends to practise asceticism or to weild weapons, 
let him babble 'with his conceit, unrestrained hosti* 
lity and impatience. Parasursma (referring to 
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himself) still thirstiug for vengeance will appease 
his revered parents by recooviog from the world 
lenaka, Daaaratha and Sama. 

(Janaka from behind the scenes)—Son of 
Bhrigul SonofBbrigo! certainly you are brag* 
gitig too much. 

Jimndagay a—This is J a n a k a, who being 
excited and angry, has doubtlessly been challenging 
me for accusing me. 

J a D a k a (entering)—My oatornl Kshatriya 
spirit, which led me to victory (in the past) an<l 
which declined with the destruction of my foes, and 
also on atxount of my old age, and for my making 
the observance of V e d i c rules governing household 
duties my chief aim. and for my constant cCfort to 
understand the nature of the Supreme Soul, having 
revived, has been prompting me to wield my bow 
for action. 

Jamadaguy a^O Janaka, (I admit! you are 
devoted to the Supreme Soul, old aod experienced, and 
endowed with piety. The adult sage Y sj? nv a 1- 
k y a, who was a disciple of the God of the Sun (or who 
practised austerities to gain the favour of the Sun- 
god) taught you monotheistic Philosophy (Vedanta— 
seeBribat'Aranyaka ofSatapatha Brl 
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b m a a a), For this your noble character a ad coodnet 
I have treated you with Uamility (or politeness); 
why do you being augry and fearless use rude words 
towards me ? 

Janaka—Humility indeed f though using heart¬ 
rending words (W., words calculated to tear the 
bowels) I Hear, 0 Assembled Gentlemen ; he has been 
bora in the family of the Bhrigus, and has 
practised asceticism ; though oar enemy, we have 
always forgiven him, but as be being insolent has 
been off and on shaking os like straws (v,#., insnlting 
or rebnking us), there is no other aliernatiTe than to 
bend our bows against (and hurl onr anows at) 
this B r a h m a 

The following is taken from Mtgba’s §iiu. 
pa lab ad ham, composed about 700 A. D., When 
being advised by Bbishma Yudh him con¬ 
ferred the highest honours on Krishna in the 
Rajasoya sacrifice after his world-conquest, 
Siiupalft .became very angry and said to 
Yndhishthira in the assembly of the 
Princes— 

S*1 f^vinirl ^ || 
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^ 5^5T?g fj II 

^3T Pit ?T JT^ffrft I 

^ II 

m !»m 5K>ji'^*Tq| qas^ i 

^i?tRT^n7f^ fiiT^ stfiit n 
qfFit ^^^r^fTT: i 

«?i/??iPf'ri^?>!'5pq#<^?qRJTi>Jr?^ ftr j^?^h n 
^ ^Sqg^(>w^5rq|^ 3f%?rT: I 

|^r^s!^ft?T: ¥?R?gcr; N 

*19^^ ncftq^ I 

5m% *pqii; qg (j 

- » * - 
f^q 3iTTf^ oTf^q 5^ft^qqT5?r gw: i 

5R^q:?TlTq?Jil5^ |} 

gnft^iqn^q ftq?fr ^Tf?T: i 

Sfw iqiqf^: qftwfq qq nqm gqr5fq7r; li 
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» * * * 

5ri% 1 

^??jq^HPT5Tfl: f^: ?Tr \\ 

*• * s 

«T«r55{ff^;T?R^ ^^VK7l: f 

5^: (j 

(Ctflto XV, 14-1$, 9i 33, 34. 36 , 3 »}. 

{0 Y P d hishf hi ra, aon of P r i t b a, thy y/or- 
shipping K r I s h ^ a ia the pr<^ence of the assem 
bled Princet, though he is not worthy of being wor. 
shipped by good men, shows taerely thy partiality for 
him who is thy relative. Thou koowest he is not 
a king. As only a king deserves this high honour, 
Krishna has beeo hesitating to accept thy wor* 
ship, AS a pariah dog cannot approach the ghnUi 
(clarified bnttar) of the sacrifice. Thou hast pru' 
claimed as it were by the beat of a drum that thou 
never tel lest a lie : but by worshipping the wieked 
Krishna thon hast acted a lie. OYudhishthira 
I wonder why people have given thee the title of 
. Dharma-fSja or the Prince of Piety. Pro¬ 
bably this ai^KllatioD is similar to that of Tuesday 
which though very inauspiciona is eaphe mistical I y 
de^oated ‘Madgalavsra or auspicioos day 
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Yc soob ai K Q n't i, if yc waat«d to worship h. ^ i s h' 
n n oo any nucotint, why have ye insulted so many 
voliant princes by your invitation ? Ye seem to be too 
looUsh to understand the true nature of piety. BuC 
I am surprised at the tbnughtles^ness of B h i s h ma 
{the SOD of B h 3 g i r a t h i) whos'e old age, it seems, 
has not brought him wisdom. . . . People praise 
Krishna for his slaying a powerfn) demon 
Miidiiu ; but the fact is that he collected honey 
(madhu) by killing l)ees ( hoaey*flies ) with a stick, 

. . . 0 thoughtless Krishna, tbou are devoid of 
ail virtues : thy worshipper has always become the 
butt of the world’s ridicule afid has made his labour 
as vain os When one combi a hairless head. 

0 Princes, ye. who are lions, have been insulted 
by the sons of Ku ntl who like jackals have wor* 

shipped K r i s h n .This hard-hearted K ^ i s b a n 

killed Putuna, who was not only a woman 

but virtually his mother whose breasts be sucked. 

Moreover this Krishna, a beast in human shape, 
who tended the cattle of Kamsa (the son of 
U g r a s e D a) killed his master treacherously and 
thus eonimirted tbe most unusual uod unmanly 
crime.” 

Tbe following U taken from RSjatarangini 
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or History of the Kings of lOishmir, composed abont 
1149 A. D. by Kalh^^ai the court-puct or King 
Jaya^irhUa who ruled Kashmir frotu 1129 to 
115J A. D. Matrigupta famous for his lcarn« 
iog, piety and magoanimicy was inade king of 
Kashmir (4}5 to 423 A. D.), Kalh na says, by 
bis patron Hnrsha Vikramadityaof Ujjay inT 
M'itrigupta bioaself became the patron of 
Mitrimentha, author of the epic Hayagriya* 
badha. Matrigupta, has been >denticed with' 
out any COgeot reason^ with Kalidasa and 
Harsha Vikramaditya with Chandra- 
gQpta II, son of Samudragupta, Matri - 
gopta'a kingdom was wrested from him by 
Pcavarasena H {King of Kashmir, 423-83 A. D.) 
wbo addressed his ministers thus— 

?Tfr4Rfrimr3TFra^l5’sr: II 

*st*i i I 

^ II 

I. KaU<c^ refiea «a mere iradicien in hi^ description of the 
KiofS wbo were lemote from his own time. Seconaly he dounot 
mcritiori the ftfanr'of K&lidisa iSee also my 'KilidiM find Vlkrem^* 
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^r»q«3iT«g^ ^rfir?r: ^t5?57^r5¥?*ifr— 

^[s4 \ 

ii 

2r ?i3 spTf^ ?T5i srfftr 5^ sr^ ii ? 

RijsUraggini, C&nto Itt«d&( to a$4. 

When the mioisters came into bis (Pravara- 
8 e n a * a) preseoce after bis story had become knowa, 
he restraioed them from hostility agaiost M 8 t r i • 
gupta addressiag them thus: '*My miad is beat 
oa destroy iag the arrogaat Vikramaditya; tny 
miad is not irritated by auger agaiast Mfitri* 
gapta. What would be gained by crusbing 
enemies (like Mitrignpta) who are aoable to 
bear up with distress ? If befits <me> to aspire to 
victory over those (like Vikramaditya) wbo 
are able to uproot the former (MStrigupta). 
Wbo else is slighted by lotnS'flowers bat the 
Moon whose rise they bate ? What tease is then in 
his breaking the teeth of those elephaot^rluces 
^ which uproot those lotn^fiowecs ? But forsooth 
the great, eager to manifest their strength, abandon 
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the contest witb those who are not their eqoals and 
let loose thdr accumulated anger against those 
(like VikramAditja) who hsTe power over tbe 
former (M a t r i g n p t a ). *'* 

Bhikibaebtra, a grandson of B a r s fa a 

{mogofi^Bbjoir from 1090 to 1102) rebelled against 
and oasted for about a year (U20—21 A. D.) 
Snssala who raled Kashmir from 1112 to 
1128 A. a— 

?Rf: I ? 

II ‘ 

#5WIhlRl'dld, I 

^ g5|: 

^ IRRK H 

^ ?r 5r?«TT I 

«re f5r HIW^TI =pi f 

fft ?fl?TOat- \ 

c. RljUkrugipi D»B«Utedb; U« A« SteNu 
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^ w^iHt ffftirra ferft n 

(RajaUfftApriiT, Book VIJt. >00J (o 'o7) 

‘Prom that time onwards Bhiksbu {BbiVah'icbtta), 
tb« great soldier^ was in little ever the protecCoi 
in the front and in tbe rear like the V i^Te-Derab 

f * 

at the Sraddba. Showing on all occasions boldness 
and Qosbaken fortitude, he did not forget to jnstifj 
his course b; thus addressing bis adherents— 

‘‘ Mj endearour is not for the tbronei bat my 
purpose IS to remove tbe great disgrace which has 
attached itself to tbe work of my forefathers. 
These protectors of the p^ple* being at tbe time 
of their death left as it were wtthoat a protector, 
were sorely envying those who had a protector, 
thinking (then) that their family was extiogauhed. 
In this thought I straggle oa with firm rOioIve 
beariog my hardships; tormeoted myself 1 caose. 
pain to my ftral kinsman (S u s s a 1 a ) day after day» 
How can be who feels amlHtioo, shrink back from 
a bold act, when be knows that no body dies 
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until bis time has arrived ? Wbat wcnild be the 
use of crooked designs for promoting our object 
if they were revealed ? Or again why should we 
not reveal them since we have vowed to take onr 
stand <>n the {straight^ road indicated by the 
Rishis 

jayasiraha^ king of Kashmir (2128^ A.D.) 
addressed the foklowing to his ministers {D h a n y a 
and others), when they were hesitating in 1144 
to besiege the castle of Sirahsili in which the 
king’s kinsman Bhqja, tbeDaoiftta or feudal 
Chief A1ainksra*chakra and other relMis bad 
taken shelter, and were advisiog the king to 
conclnde peace with them (the rebelsw 

h gpgft&JT ^7^ (I 

dt d?i% n 


1 RS)ttsr»P£ini tniulitad by K. A. 8l«)rb 
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sim^ f» II 

Em^ ?r55T)iW: w^-. i 

^ g II 

'Tf%3 ^5 ^ ^ ^ I 

ft5^T(?:?5 *T% Prft^*i^fli%5«iws sriTr<r: i 
'7T?i«t ?Tg. 

cwrm ^ i 

E^rg ^ ^ II 

^rsrqft sraift 

II 

(RijatvtflglRf, Book Vlil» 9M4*jt), 
*’Tbe ^2 mar a oo recdTiog bribes (from tbem) 
would let taj rival Itinsman go and tbej vould 
get off to tbeir own place, haying acquired renown. 
If we even in this critical etate (of affairs) show 
no persistent effort and vigour, tbco we surely 
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•ball c«Dc to regret it owiog to the people reproach¬ 
ing ns with lost opportunities. Another prince 
too feels morcifieia when he hears it said ''If 
kiog Hersha (of Kashmir—1090 to 1102 A, D.) 
had but heW oat for seren dajs, he might hare 
got the stream of milk (or could have sayed bis 
throne),” Everybody attains what is destined for 
him ty bis acts (be they good or bad). But 
a lost opportunity (kriyitipatti) is held by the 
people equal to three worlds. The winged ant, 
though it has feet as well as wings, cannot more 
about on the ground or in the air, bat only in 
a bole, as if it were lame and blind. What is 
the use of attainments when the course is laid 
down by necessity? Amaa, chough be has no 
thighs, guides the course of the Sun (Sahasra- 
p s d a ), Could he hare accomplished more, perhaps, 
if he had bad two feet? Therefore cease to 
remain (mere) on-lookers and lay siege to the 
whole castle. Let one life»time pass, as well as 
theirs, in this enterprise. The wind here does 
not cease to occupy itself with the fire and it 
contiBoally shakes the high mountains and the 
water. A firm derotioo to tasks, ereo if it does 
oot lead to their fulfilment, produces at every 



turn ia this world Msolta of unexpected import¬ 
ance’’ I 

Tbe castle was then besieged bj Dhanya and 
other mioisten of the kiog and was compelled to 
anrrender. 

The fed lowing passage is extracted from Bilhloa’s 
Vikramankadeva-cbaritam or the Life of 
the Author’s Patron, VtkraminkadeTa Tri- 
bbuTanamaUa, theChslnkya king, who ruled at 
Kalyina (near Bidar in the Nizam's dominions) from 
1075 td 112$ A.D, ■ It is tbe speech of king 2 h a v a* 
malla (1042 to 1068 A. D.), the father of V i k r a- 
naakadeya, to bis ministers, when he being 
stricken wih an incurable malignant feyer. decided to 
drown himself in the Toigabhadra, the 
Qanga of the south— 

ftRt I 

^^4)d'WlfHIff J| 

mfterr: tl 

>• RSjtUrmBpnT trusbud b; U. A. $Mb ' ^ 

X 1 IS 7 accordiof to Ue. VenlahsabbUh, !odUa ry, 1919 . 
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^ fin?: II 

IU<^r *}W4li*!fW'*(ld«*'5!4r«*?rT*r: I 
^ i gS^ tggf s f g T; || 
I 

^ ^ feT:'|| 

Jr f ^ fgy w i 

*ITc>n*<*j'N<iti! ^ < I «i 5 : ) 

anp^/^ ^dmRr^i: || 

*P* ^ 5^ j 

fti^psftft nm: wNrt^r ^rnn^ftyT: li 

^^ sjFi^ fiAJitl: Ql4ff|^/3J^(f^ II 
Q^pn^rarei^ Rn(ft'^iii i 
^|S^W6 %T^ II 

«Jt^5iI3^|2prT | 

?nf ]| 
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>R: U 

(C*nt« IV, 49 i0 6i). 

‘He (King Ahavamalla) being afflicted 
with the heat of his iatefcal orgaaa on aeconot 
of hii maUgnanc fever, as painful aa the Joss of 
bis dear fame, spoke thus to his ministers with his 
beautiful teeth sbiaiag brightly like a moonlight 
night. “I have engraved aa it were on the gem- 
adomed turbans of ( conquered) princes by means 
of my power, which is like a diamond-needle, 
the letters of my commands, I have converted, 
as it were, into a cage for the residence of my 
swan-like glory all the coontries in the four direc¬ 
tions in which my arrows have caused a series 
^ perforations. Witbout impoverishing my kingdom 
and without limiting^ its prosperity I have led 
wealth into the houses of honest meo^ as if she 
were a devoted wiia I have obtained as my son 
Vikram&nka (or Yi kra ma - li nchhana , 
i.e., one whose chief sign is vaJonr ) who has the 
strength and determination of the Kakostbas (or 
the renowned solar royal family ofAyodhya) and 
to whom there has been an accession of prosperity 
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( territories) for bis skj)2 is wieldiog tbe bow. 
It is tbe glorious Vikramsak.a who has 
freally) cosferred the vicegeresc^ oa his elder brother. 
Someivara, and has made him the bearer of the 
harden of the em^nre. Thus 1 bciog one of the 
best worshippers of S' i t a have celebrated the 
fi^tivity of his iurestittire in tbe town consecrated 
to the God S' i v a tbe husband of tbe daughter 
of tbe Mouatai&^OodK The worsted princes whose 
followers bare been insulted seised by tbe neck) 
by my insolent door-keepers know that Portone 
has been fighting shy of them. On account of my 
hdog born Jo tbesCainleas family of Cbalukya 
Kings, some particles of sacred lore have 
entered into { til., made friends with) my ears. 
Knowing that this trivial life is fickle ( Ui., tre¬ 
mulous) like the extremities of the ears of an ele¬ 
phant. I have reposed all my trust in none other 
than S' i 7 a tbe husband of P i r v a 1 1 ). There¬ 
fore I desire presently to destroy this illusory body 
in tbe waters (lap ) of the T u n g a b b a d r a, 
while meditating on $' i v a. As this body (of sine) 
Has <so bag) been employed in worshipping S' i t a 
for the good (of men X it will be an ougrateful ect^ 
if 1 part with it at an onseemly place flit., at al^ 



places).’* The oiioisters assented Co the words of 
tbe King, saying "Let this be done*’; for whose miods 
are not keen on eocouragiog right coadnet ?" 

Bilh: oa who left his native land, Kashmir, about 
1062 A. D. and composed hisVikramSnkadeva* 
c b a r i t a m about 1087 A. D. addresses Princes 
thus at the end of tbe eighteenth eanto— 

?Td?r ntrrepTzisiir ^ n ' 

\ I 

9>Ti^; If 

3W5 

??nw: ii 

t|^ I 
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(Princes of the earth ! prosperity, the wilfully 
unstable lightning of the cloud of fate cannot be 
enebamed. Incessantly sounds the drum that anoounces 
the departure of the breath of life. Worship then 
those true poets who work the salvation of yonr 
Ijodies of glory through the nectar of their ver5e» and 
reaoaucing pride make them your spiritual guides. 

O Ye Kings! abstain from opposing the attach¬ 
ment of true poets. In sooth pure dame comes to 
yon through their favour. Pleased they compesed 
that grave beautifnl life of Rama; angered they 
made ten*headed R a v a n a, the conqueror of the 
world, an object of derision. 

May the God who is the first creator of the 
revealed terts» the dear husband of P ar va tl, give 
yon intelligence to imdccstand the sayings of true 
poets—be who imitating the ways of the S'avaras 
frighteoed the moou'sickle placed on his crest, 
so that she concealed her deer in some distant 
hiding place.) 

^^Bnhler. 

From the passages cited above, it will appear 
that analogy plays an important part in these ad¬ 
dresses. Metaphor and simile, antithesis, interroga* 
tfO0, sarcasm and other figures of speech and rigid 



I 
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> 
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drguoientation are commoa and even sophistry 
ia not rare. 

It may also have baeo ooticed Chat the simple 
style of the epics gradually degenerated into the 
turgid Rhetoric of Harshacharitam* aod 
Kiritsrjaniyam, the almost meaningless 
passages of which, full of puns and jjogles, we 
hove purposely omitted. 

It may be stated that as the instances addtKed 
are culled mostly from literature and not from 
life, they are artificial. This they to some extent 
are. But we most remember that literature 
'‘receiyes Its chief value from the stamp aod esteem 
of ages through which it has passed.” 

The paucity of eloquent poblic speeches is Ancient 
India is thus accounted for by Dr. Keith in his 
History of Sanskrit Literature (pp. 144-5), "'We 
may remember that India produced no oratory 
desfnte the distinct power often displayed both in 
the epics and classical k & t y a $ of rhetorical 
presentment of a case by oppoung disputants. 
Oratory doubtless, as history proves, has flourished 
best where there has been political freedom. 
Athens was celebrated for oratory as Sparta was 
deficient in it, and Rome prodaced its best orators 
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wbexi there still was a republic ia which certain 
classes at least had efiective political rights. It may be 
that India failed to produce historians because 
the great political events which afiteted her during 
the period up to 11W0 A. D. did *not call forth 
popular action in the sense io which the repulse 
of the Pecsian attacks on Oreeee evoked the history 
Herodotos. The national feeling which is at least 
a powerful aid to the writing of history was not 
evoked in India in the same manner as it was 
when democratic states found the most serious 
element of resistance to the Persian attack at a 
time when more oligarchic governments were 
apparent]; far less deeply moved by any sentiment 
of nationalism.” 

We agree with Br, Keith that oratory and history 
flourish best there where exists political freedom 
or where in other words all classes of a community 
are allowed to express their ttaonghts and feelbgs 
freely. Thon^ democrades like the Greek Statea 
did not exirt in andent India, yet the governments 
were not generally antocratk (See my Ks lidasa 
Vikramiditya, pp. ; and the fir&b- 

map at least could not usually be restrained even by 
the sorerdga from giving vent to their ideas and ftel- 
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inga and composing brilliant dJali^ocs as in the Bpics 
and I>ramas and writing learned treatises on Philo> 
soph;, Law, Mathematics, Adtrooomy and Medidoe, 
and the majority of the authors belonged to this 
sacerdotal caste. They could famish ns with genea¬ 
logies^ as ia the Pun^s, they could compose bio¬ 
graphies like Harsbaebaritam and 
Vikraminkad era charitam and histories 
like Itija taraogipi. It is to the^Br 9 b ma 9 s, 
as Dr. ECeitb has said, that all Indian tboagbt 
‘ owes its life and strength. ** 

Bpigraphic records or inscriptions <» stonepillars. 
caves, copper-plates, stone-slabs and statues^ many of 
which have been destroyed or disfigured beyond 
recogotdOQ by the &oaticai seal of Mohammadan 
conquerors, bear ample testimony to the fact that the 
aodeot Hindus uitdcrstood the value of sober history. 

Ka 1 a the author of Rijatarangio7, 

seems Co be a pbneer in the field of modern bis- 


I. “Is this eoBBUioa iwo exprMcfobt—4 b9 

•mm tc ifidicMe thu gnmlirpm ««re aoi blindlr, bv we 

scnitidtMd ie ordm to McerUia the tnw or tom* trast-w<^b7 vavieo ** 
Pargiter'fl AaefeattodUo HieCorietJ Tradition, aS. 

a HiftMj of Saivilmt l^taratar*, PreUee, cviil. 
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torical rtsaarch. He describes thus the omteria^ on 
which he baa based his famous histor;-* 

if?r If 

«i7W*'T II 1 

I have consulted eleven histories of kings com¬ 
posed by my learned predecessors and also stndkd the 
theory of N i 1 a m u n i. By looking into the permanent 
doccmeots (ay. copper-plates) relating to the osn' 
secratiou of gods and gMt of property by former 

kings fled by looking into laodatory iBScriptioos and 

authoritative books I have ovetcocac the worry of 
endless errors. 

The Asoka pillars, the pillar damn dr a- 
gopta, Yasodbarman and others furnish 
mneb accurate information of the times in T^uch they 
were erected. Not onjy were historical aebierements, 
religions precepts and secular and religious gifts thus 
recorded, bat also poems and dramas of no mean order 
were preserved in this manner. TheLalita- 
vigrabarftja .Ns^aka and Ha rake If 
K & ( a k a, for example, yirere inscribed on stone-alabs 


I. Pfro TiVAnfiu vcfSM M ud ij. 
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in the Sanskrit CoUeg« <aow called Xdbai-dmkft- 
jbop a) which had be«o founded at Ajmer bj V i s a > 
d e T a, the hr$t Cbohao Bmperor of India in 1158 A.D.i 
and which was later on partly destroyed and couTert- 
ed into a mosque by Sbahahuddin Ghori who attacked 
Aimer in 1192 A. DJ 

National sentiment waa stirred and imagination 
stimulated by victories like that won orer the Greeks 
under Jdeuander or Demetrios* byPoshyamitra 
about 154 B.C. and described in Kili data's Maia- 
viklgnimitram or by those ofCbandragnpta 
II (Vikramadityai over tbe ^akat of Snrishtra^ 
Malwa and Matbura about 400 A. D. which led to 
the composition ofKalidasa'sRaghuvaml am, 
or by that of H a r s h a of Kaoanj and Tbanelvar 
over the Gauda King about dlO A. D. which evoked 
Bapa’s Harsbacharitamorby those of L a I i t • 
aditya of Kashmir over Ya^ovarman of 
Kaoauj and others about 740 A,.D. narrated with so 
much ardour by Kalb i^ia his Rajatarangioi 
or by that of Yasovarmau of Kananj over tbe 

I. Se«CHapt«c Vlt, H> 6- Strda’s ' 4)rut'. 

9. Se« J4;run]’* HAthl^impba ieseriptioa { J»B.R. S« ips? ) 
tnd H. R 47 CbitulbarPs PolUlcst Kutory of Ancient Indiii, p. MR' 

^ Sm is/ Kalidasa and Vikamiditya, pa^ and jaS. 
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Gaud . Icing (about 730 A, D.) which stimulated the 
composition of the Prakrit Epic Gauda-«ababy 
Vikpatirjtjlorbytboseof V ikramaokadeya * 
of Kalyaua (about 1080 A. D.) recorded with so much 
entbusiasm by BilhAna in his Vikramanka- 
deyacharitam or by that at T'irauri in 
119L A. D. won oyer Sultan Shahabuddin 
Gfaori who had been defeated six times and twice 
taken prisoner* but magnauimotisly pardoned 
by Pfithvirija of Ajmir ( 1179—92) the last 
Hindu Emperor of India, the flower of Rajputa 
chivalry, ** whose whole life was one unbroken 
chain of chivalcpus deeds and glorious exploits 
described in the Frithyirsja-Vijaya and 
whose untimely end at Thanelyar in 1192 bears 
ample testimony to the treachery of his countrymen 
and the ingratitude of his enemy. But the fondness 
of ancient Sanskrit authors for idealisation and 
exaggeration baa made it extremely difficult for 
modern seekers after truth to separate the grain 
from the chaff. This fondness has led the former 
to regard Hyperbole {srfrRRTlft?!) as the best of 
the figures of speech (See Dandi’s Kayyadars'a)- 

I. Tod's Abd41j ud Antiooitles of Ri)BJth£o ,Vol. I. page 

445 and Mr. Sarda's ' Ajmem tS4*$. 
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Dr. Buhler in bis introdnction to Bilh aa’s 
« 5 ^ • 

V:Kramsnkadeva*charitam says, The 

reason for the scarcity of such works (biographies) 
is I believe, the iact that the Pan4it8 have* greater 
liking for the wonderful legends of Che heroic age and 
for the no less marvellous stories of those kings whom 
for one reason or other they have Kfced one of the 
sphere of matter of fact history and transferred to 
the region of fiction. For the Pan4it. Rama, 
A r j un a and N a I a are as much historical 
persons as S'ivaji or Baji Rao Peshwa; 
only they appear so much more interesting to him, 
becanse their deeds are mo^ marvellous and they are 
surrounded by the halo of sanctity that encircles the 
happier yugas in which they are supposed to have 

.-The reason why the Sanskritist longs 

in vain for works that could serve aa foundations for 
his historical researches lies not, therein, that the 
rulers of India found no contemporaries tilling to 
chronicle their deeds, but thereia*tbat nobody cared 
to preserve historical works from destrnction or to 
make them easily accessible by copying and recopying 
the original mannscripts.'* 

To account for this iove of idealisation and exag¬ 
geration ingrained in the minds of ancient Indians, 
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which prCTCnted them from writing sober history 
and recording accorately important events and tran* 
asctious including public speeches and from preserving 
Che few chronicles which were written, is equivalent 
to tradng the history of Bribmanic Psychology 
from the earliest time, a task beyond the competency 
of the present writer. 

To make the belief of the Indians in the Law of 
Karma responsible for many of tbdr faults of omis¬ 
sion and coenmission inclnding their lack of historical 
sense, as Dr. Keith has done, ia we think, beside the 
mark, for notwithstanding their belief in the fer- 
reachiog effects of deeds, they have been frequently 
advised not to remain contented with their lot but to 
strive and proBt by the examples of others. To warn 
king Harabavardhana against carelessness and 
too much ‘ confidiogness \ Skandagupta, bis 
minister and commandant of his war*elepbants cited 
more than twenty instances, both legendary and 
historical, of Magasena of Padmivact 
{Padampawaya in Malwa), S^rutavarman ot 
Sr2va9ti|tbe king of Vatsa, Sum it r a (son of 
Agnimitra) Brihadratha (the last of the 

t. History of Sutkril Litcanra page 146. Sm also my Kilidba 
and ViknmUlryta pegv 
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fJauryyas) the son of S'isuniga, Bhadra 
se na of Ka 1 in g a , the Jast of the Sungas, 
Kum&rasena, Gaoapati (son of the kiog o( 
V 1 deha) etc.* 

Dr. Keith has said elsewhere.* " The whole of 
lodiao Philosophy sufTere from the faadameatal 

error of igoonag the will. The cooceptjon 

(the doctrine of K a rm an) is ooe rather of logical 
sequence than of moral ralue ; logically there is no 
possilnlity of evading the K a r ro a a and so a mao *9 
action is irrevocably determined ; lllogically 
enough this can be represented as urging him to 
good deeds in this life, bnt the troth is clearly 
that the good deeds will result from Karman itself 
and all attempts 'in Indian thogght to modify this 

fatalism are illogical . We do not know 

Dr. Keith's attitude towards tbe Biblical doctrine of 
' original sin' which may be compared to some extent 
with the law of Karman and which is believed to 
coexist with tbe capacity for following Biblical 
precepts nor towards tbe Greek doctrine of Necessity 
as is implied in tbe belief of the Greeks in Pates and 
Furies. But modem science has demonstrated the 

t. H«r»bft<htriu>n, Ch^ler V!. 

a. J. K. A. 5., 1915 , 
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truth of ch< law of heredity according to which 
physical and mental tendencies which are crans< 
mitted from generaeion to generation through the 
inherited nervous nucleus are capable of being 
niudihed by physical and social environments, and 
also hy the power of the human will. Similarly 
the Hindus believe that the Law of Karma, may 
be counteracted to some estent by Hurnshakara 
{ Power of the Will) ; otherwise Gastric moral and 
religious precepts would be meaning less, In nature 
there are many instances of the concurrent operatum 
of contrary laws. The path of the projectile should 
he a parabola under the luv? of the gravitation, but 
the law of the resistance of air stands in the way. 
Again in the dcllection of the ray of light from a dis¬ 
tant star, the law of gravitarioo inteferes with that 
Of rectilinear propagation. The belief of the Hindus 
m the capacity of the Will for modifying the effects 
of one's past deeds has been thus e:spres9ed in the 
Matsva-Purina m.— 
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I 

tlWIfT II 

nft^er ?raT ^ I 

sfff^r^K^^Ml fsRq^WR^flRRI^ II 

• » * * 

5rrM?T«q ift: J 

»RT: wl^^sn^inf: II 

* * * • « 

ftgrlwR «T^5f|* ^ II 

JiRT^rn ^^^qo^r: i 

?r?*Tir^^F#nq^R ^;W)g4 g^fl<l.lt l 

Maou said to Matsja (tbc Fish-iocsirnatiod ol 
Ood )—0 Locd 1 be pleased to remoee completely 
my douljt regarding the comparative strength of Fate 
aod the butaan Will. 


I. Ma»lyft Pen^m, chapter 39i, BaApibbi Editivn^ Catcetta. 
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Tbe Pish replied» ** Dai v a ( Fate or Destia; ) is 
tbe ioflueoce exerted oa a mas by Ibe deeds of bis 
past livts. Leacned meo have regarded Wil]*power 
as SQperior. Aa adverse fate can be overcome hy 
tbe force of the will of righteous and iodustrious men. 


0 ^iag I mea can attaio tbeir desired ends by 
tbe strength of their will. Mea devoid of a strong 

will cosSde ia destiny. 

Therefore oieo should always esert their will 
in a rigbteoas cause; even if they (ail in this life 
they are bound to attain their cods in tbe life to 
come. Indolent men relying on Fate can never 
meet with success. Therefore one should exert 
oneself sioit is doing what is good and right ” 

Is this connexion the following cutting from tbe ^ 

Calcutta 'Statesman’ of the 2ad April, 1930 will 
be of interest:— 

'Reincarnation was suggested as a solution to' 
many of life's problems by Mrs. N. Hoare in the 
course of an interesting address on Bvolntiou to tbe 
Calcntta Rotary Clob, at Peliti’a yesterday. 

"Without re-incarnation/* she said, "we have no 
proof of a divine justice that can satisfy tbe human « 
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iQtell«t, that cau qinnch its tbirst for a dmoe 
ideal or give it a positive faitta uod the just workiog- 
oat of the laws of right aod wrong. 

First of all there is the physical ioequality 
at birth; oae person is bora beautiful, another 
aglj. deformed or diseased. But even more 
imporUat is the seeming ioequaUty of mental, 
artistic or moral qoalities at birth. Why is one 
lx)rn with a singing voict. the painter’s band or the 
poet’s soul; another bora doll, inarticulate, uncouth t 
How well can we explain the phenomena of born 
oataral ability, of cbild^prodigies, of genins itself, 
except by saying that the person so bora has 
worked hard along those particular lines in past 
lives and conies into re*iacarnation bringing with 
him the fruit of bis past labours V 

’‘When we once realise," added the speaker, ‘‘that 
a man begins each new Ufe exactly where he left 
off in the past life to reap exactly what he himself 
has sown, then the whole panorama of life becomes 
harmomous and all seeming inconsisteocies 
disappear." 
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To say> that "iHl* acceptance by the Indian 
mind of the miracalous in the shape of diTine inter¬ 
vention, magic and witchcraft and the rarity in 
India of the iaheatific actitode of miod which seeks 
to find Dutaral canses for events of nature" account 
for this want of historical insight, is an insuffioent 
explanation, hrstly beopuse even the most advanced 
couDtiies of Europe are not free f rom this imputa* 
tioo, and secondly because elaborate treatises on 
Philosophy, Medicine, Mathematics, Astronomy 
etc were composed io India in andent times. 
Again the statemeat’, that the doctrine of the 
B rsh Di a oa that all action and existence are a 
positive evil has made them feel bat Uttie inclina- 
tioo to chronicle historical events, is supported 
neither by the presence even in Greece (which pro* 
duced famoDS histories) of Cynics like Diogenes, nor 
by the di vine philosophy of the Bhagavadeiti 
which condemns noeqaivocally such a life of inac¬ 
tion. 

Whether this delect (fondness for ideahsatiop 
and exaggeration) oftbeBiodua was dne to their 


i- Or, Hittorjr of Suthnt LitcntB«^ p. 14S. 

». Dr. MeeSnatf HiRory of Sanskrit Utmtan, p, j r. 
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lajlag greaUr stress on tbe spiritual and unseen world 
than on tbe material and visible universe, or to tbe 
desire of the priestly caste to v«rpetaate their 
Autboritj over the masses by the wonderful tales 
of heroes and gods who could be approached only 
throngb them or of kings whose chief ministers they 
were or to ibeir desire for securing favours Irois 
their royal patrons or to their conviction that tbe 
ideal is a more impressive and potent educator than 
the actual or to tUeir comparative isolation from 
foreigners on account of their religions and social 
prqudices and economic seif-sufheiency* which pre* 
vented them from correcting their erroneous notions 
by tbe knowledge of the progress of events and of 
science, art and literature in the other parts of the 
world, it will !)e for learned researchers to determine. 
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